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Se modt Feeverend Father tn God, 
] O H N, 


Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury. 


| 


MAY IT PLEASE YOUR GRACE, 


To regard with a Temper of Chriſtian Conde- 
Icenſion, an Endeavor to promote the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of Peace and Truth in the Earth. 


And, may God grant that the miſerable Conſe- 
quences which muſt inevitably reſult from the 
Continuation of thoſe Meaſures which the Powers 
of Europe have been led to take reſpecting the 
deplorably infatuated People of France, may be 
timely prevented, by your Grace being moved 
from the Conſideration of what this Treatiſe con- 
tains, to recommend it to the Attention of the 


Members of the Britiſh Legiſlature, 


Bleſſed 
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' Bleſſed be God, the Seaſon for adopting the 
proffered Plans of effecting a General Peace and 
Reformation, is not yet paſt. May your Grace be 
ſtirred up to exert your Influence, as the Firſt 
Officer of our National Church, in ſecuring to her 
the Glorious Diſtinction of being the Firſt in 
Chriſtendom to reform her Polity freely, and reduce 


it to the Standard of Chriſtian Purity. 


So ſhall we avert the heavy Judgments of God 
that hang over us ; and Your Grace will be emi- 
nently inſtrumental in reſtoring to the Church of 
Chriſt, the Energy of her primitive Times ; the 
Bleſſed Effects of which will be, the Diſcomfiture 
of Falschood, and the General Establishment of Truth 
and Peace throughout the Earth, 
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Tus following Work, which is only an Epitome 
of the Author's original Deſign, was finiſhed in the 
Month of June, 1793. Though the Author has 
endeavored, with the moſt anxious Solicitude, 
to preſent it as ſpeedily as poſhble to public Notice, 
yet from various Incidents the Publication has not: 
taken Place till now. 

Since T1xcs has abundantly verified the Truth of 
is Remarks, and the Soundneſs of his Argumen- 
tation hitherto, he preſumes there is a juſt Claim 
on the ſerious Attention of Mankind, reſpecting 
. thoſe weighty Matters recommended in the enſuing 
Diſcourſe to public Conſideration. 

As to the general Notions and public Opinions 
ſo exceedingly rife in the preſent Times, they will 
be found to teem with much Error, more Falſehood, 
very little Truth. The Word of God is deſigned 
to be a Lamp to enlighten the World : it needs 
but to be ſet on a conſpicuous Eminence, and it 
will diſſipate the Miſts of Error, confound Falſe- 
hood, and illuminate the Earth with the glorious 
Beams of Truth. | 

Lamentable indeed are the Effects of that blind 

Ignorance which ſo generally and ſo diſmally ope- 
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rates in the Minds of the Sons of Men. It is this 
prevents them from diſcerning the Cauſe of God's 
notable Judgments in the Earth: this keeps them 
unacquainted with the Nature of that grievous 
Malady, that epidemical Mania, which now de- 
prives the World of Peace. 

But, bleſſed be God! There is not only a Way 
here pointed out, whereby the Nature of this men- 


tal Ailment may be evidently diſcovered, and 


the Cauſe traced out, but a ſure and certain Re- 


medy 1s alſo here made known. 

The late Royal Declaration concerning the cala- 
mitous War in which we are now engaged, not- 
withſtanding it breaths a Spirit of Mildneſs expreſ- 
five of an earneſt Deſire to accelerate the Return of 
Peace, yet is it inefficient, and ſo vill it moſt cer- 
tainly be found to be, as to the Point it aims at: 
inaſmuch as it feeks to juſtify on the Score of Equity, 
Meaſures which could never have been deemed 
expedient, except on the Conſideration of their 
naturally ariſing in the Iſſue of a weak Policy, 
founded on the groſſeſt Ignorance and Pride. 

We ought not, either directly or indirectly, to 
have countenanced the Emperor and the King 


of Pruſſia, in commencing War with France. 


The Plea that the French had invaded the Rights 


of the German Princes, was inſufficient to do away 
the 


: « r * 4 & ”. a a AS 7 was EF Ry 
TIT yy F oo OR ORR AY oe 
FED oe 0 CCTOWD & 2 75 2 id 8 =_ = „ * — — = D 8 — = 1 bs *_ . a v, 
1 1 


( x ) 
the Impolicy of a War. The peculiar Caſe of 


the French Nation ought to have been well conſi- 
dered. The outſtretched Hand of God in cauſing 
that ſignal Convulſion within her, ought to have 
been ſo ſeen, as to have ſuggeſted to the great 
Nations around her, the moſt prudential Meaſures 
to be mutually adopted ina Situation ſo peculiarly 
awakening and unprecedented. Such Meaſures 
were po:nted out to the Notice and recommended 
to the Acceptance of my Country in particular, in 
that Publication I ſet forth about the Midsummer 
of 1791. 

May the reiterated andearneſt Recommendation 
of them in the following Eſſay awaken the Atten- 
tion of Mankind, and induce the Public Mind 
rightly to conſider the Great Work that God is 
effecting among the Sons of Men! Being duly 
admon ſhed by the publie Diſtractions and Per- 
plexities of the pr ſenc Times, may we be led to fee 
the Rod, and HIM who hath appointed it: that 
being no longer blinded by our Ignorance, nor 
hardened by the Pride of our Hearts, we ma joy- 
fully co- oper te with the Deſign of Providence in 
bringing about the Eftabliſhment of ſuch a Syſtem 
of UNIVERSAL REFORMATION, as may be 
eminently to the Glory of God in the Higheſt, and 
produce the greateſt Increaſe of Peace and Good 
Will among the Children of Men, 
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As Parnz's nefarious Publication had been, and was then gene- 
rally read; the Author of the above Work 3 the 
Public would be more readily inclined to peruſe it, if offered 
under the following Title, being that ich it at preſent pub- 


hcly bears. 


— — 


A RE IOIND ER 


Mr. PAINE's PAMPHLET, 


] 
] 

ENTITLED | | | ] 
RIGHTS OF MAN | ! 


An ANSWER to Mr. Buzxxz's ATTACK 


ON THE 

FRENCH REVQLUTION. 
e «a. 
| . t] 
BY AN ENGLISHMAN. p 
3 13 4 RE 0 
w 


Ne scriptori, sed Scriptis respice. 


mm — ä 


— 


. my 2 
* Jo * — 2 — * 
— wg — S . — — — 8 p g = 
r 1 : - & - 8 , 
r * . 1 . 2 cf * * 


Notanda Eleita Britannica, 


J ULY, 1792. | 


I: is now above a Twelvemonth ſince I firſt un- 

dertook to expole the fallacious Doctrine of modern 
Reformers, and to ſet myſelf in Oppoſition to the 

| Pſeudo-Philoſophy of thoſe Firebrands of Society, 

the levelling Sophiſters of the preſent Day, 

Before I draw forth thoſe important Obſervations 

which a Senſe of Duty, and an earneſt Deſire to be 

| inſtrumental in promoting the Gauſe'of Truth, have 
prompted me to offer to public Conſideration, 1t 
may not be unadviſable to deſcend to ſome perſonal 
Particulars ; that the Motive which induces me'to 
preſent my private Thoughts to the Public, being 
ſeen, may attract a deeper Attention to the mo- 
mentous Matter intended to be handled in the 
enſuing Pages. 

Were I to give an hiſtorical Detail of the many 
very remarkable Incidents that have befallen me in 
the Courſe of my Life, though my Years have 
paſſed in ſtill, retired Scenes, yet I believe the Lives 
of very few Individuals would be found to abound. 

with more obſeryable Occurrences, Suffice it to 
B ſay, 
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ſay, the Experience of my Life evinces to my Mind 


the cleareſt Demonſtration of the Veracity of that 
Doctrine I have been moved to elucidate. 

Buſily and inceſſantly engaged in an Avocation 
that from my earlieſt Years has wholly engroſſed 
my Time, I have not been able heretofore to find 
Leiſure or Convenience to methodize my Thoughts; 
yet from a very early. Period of my Life I have 
had a continual Preſcience that one Time or 
other I ſhould be called to employ my Pen in 
Behalf of the Truth. 

Though this Preſcience has for a Number of 
Years been more and more deeply impreſſed on my 
Mind, and though my Gift of Diſcernment is fin- 
gular, as in many remarkable Inſtances 1 might 
prove; yet have I not vaunted myſelf hereupon ; 
but have in all Reſpects (conſidering it my higheſt 
Wiſdom fo to do) patiently and dutifully reſigned 
myſelf to the Direction and Diſpenſation of Provi- 
dence, as the whole Courſe and Tenor of my Life 
will abundantly prove; ſtudying to be quiet, and 
to do my own Buſineſs, and to work with my own 
Hands. 1 

Notwithſtanding an earneſt Deſire to be ſubſer- 
vient in promoting the Cauſe of Truth, has uni- 
formly pervaded my Conduct through Life; and 
though for many Years paſt I have had a ſtrong 
Perſuaſion that I ſhould be called to write in its 
Defence, yet till the Pamphlet on the Rights of 


Man accidentally fell into my Hands, no Data had 
been given me whereon I might ground my Re- 
marks. | 
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But when I read that Book, though by a peculiar 
Viſitation of Providence I was ſo circumſtanced, 
that it might have been deemed Madneſs, ſtraight- 
ened as I then was, and hemmed in on all Sides, 
to entertain the leaſt Idea of writing and publiſh- 
ing my Thoughts thereupon, eſpecially conſidering 
1 had to encounter the greateſt Difficulties and 
Inconveniences in every Reſpect, not having an 
Hour I might call my own ; and moreover ſeeing 
I ſhould have to oppoſe and refute a Doctrine at 
that Time almoft univerſally eſpouſed and main- 
tained ; yet was I in a manner, impelled to turn 
my Thoughts to the Subject: and though my 
outward Diſcouragements did exceedingly diſmay, 
yet were they found quite inſufficient to deter me 
fron liſtening to what I have conſtantly conſidered, 
A powerful and immediate Call from above. 

Reading that Book, I heard a Voice diſtinctly 
ſpeaking in mine Ear, Refute the false Doctrine of this 
Sly Deceiver. And though outwardly every Thing 
conſpired to diſtratt and turn off my Thoughts, 
yet was I inwardly more and more vehemently 
excited to the Proſecution of that Work, which 
will undoubtedly acquire Weight and Conſiderati- 
on from the riſing Circumſtances of the Times. 

Touching my Purpoſe in addreſſing the Public 
in the prefent Inſtance, I am ſpecially moved and 
incited thereto from the Conſideration that the 
Fullness of Time 1s nearly at Hand, when Mankind 
being wearied with the Ways and Works of Vanity, 
groaning under the heavy Preſſure and bitter Thral- 
dom of mental Tyranny, and awakened to a juſt 
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Senſe of their Wants, and a right Apprehenſion of 
their own total Inability to ſupply them ; by the 
gracious Intervention of the adorable Goodneſs of 
God, will be happily delivered from their long and 
hard Bondage, and wonderfully reſtored to intel- 


. 


leftual Enlargement and Deliverance. 


Perfectly convinced that this Glorious Advent will 
in the Courſe of the Exerciſe of the Wiſdom of God 
in the Ways of His Providence moſt certainly ap- 
pear; and enabled by the Grace of God to prove 
even tothe Clearneſs of a Mathematical Demonſtra- 
tion that it is now near at hand; moreover, aided 
by the gracious Influence of the Divine Spirit whom 


Sentiments, Remarks, and Propoſals, to the Notice 


and Attention of my Country and Mankind. 
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THE late Royal Proclamation for the Sup. 


' preſſion of ſeditious and inflammatory Writings, 


however well intended for the Maintenance of 
Order in the State, and the Preſervation of the Public 


_ Ifervently invoke, I humbly ſubmit the ſubſequent 


Peace, by diſcouraging the Spirit of Faction on the one 


Hand, and recommending Due Submission and Sub- 


ordination on the other, will yet be found to fall far 


ſhort of the End propoſed. For till Magistrates do 
indeed ſet about in good Earneſt, to advance the 
Glory of God, by promoting the Knowledge of His 
Truth in the World, and diſcharging the Duties of 
their high Functions, conſcientiouſly and exemplari- 
ly; neither Proclamations on the one Side, nor 
public 


1 


public Puniſhments on the other will ever be found 
ſufficient to ſilence popular Clamour, or prevent the 
Miſchiefs of vestive Sedition. 

The dreadful Example of public Confusion a 
national Misery brought upon our neighbouring 
Kingdom, is held out to us, and to the Magiftrates 


and People of all Nations, as a solemn Warning and 
Admonition; calling loudly for a careful Examina 
tion into the Cauſes, why Providence has ſuffered 2 9 


ſuch ſevere Judgments to befall both Prince and 
People: that hereby being duly inſtructed, and 
recollecting and reforming the Evil of our Ways, 
we may eſcape the Rod of Divine Vengeance, and 
be ſaved from the Stroke of God's Wrath. 

The Concurrence of great and ſingular Events, 
peculiar to the preſent Age of the World, and fol- 


lowing cloſe one upon another, is intended as an 


azakening Call to excite the ens, Attention of Man- 
kind. 


The Great Revolution in the Government of France, © 


is a Topic that has been univerſally handled. 
Numbers have employed their Pens, and exerciſed 
their Thoughts on this momentous Subject. The 
Great, the Witty, the Learned, the Seditious, the 
Lawyers, and the Prieſts, have each in their Turn, 
exerciſed their Genius hereon. But who 1s there 
of all theſe, to whom the Truth hath been revealed, 
and the Ground of the Matter- made known ? 
Which of them has aſcribed due Honor and Glory 
to God, for this ſo ſignal Retribution of His Justice, 
and ſo evident Manifeſtation of His righteous Judg- 
Mende | 

Immerſed 
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Immerſed in the Depth of the Darkneſs of Igno- 
rance, the Generality of Mankind in the preſent 


Day, are totally unacquainted with the Methods 


of God's Dealings with the Children of Men. Nay» 
to ſuch a Pitch of Error and Infatuation is the 
World at preſent riſen, that had not God in the 
Depth of His Wiſdom provided an ample Witness 


between himſelf and His Creatures, the Footſteps. 


of Truth would be utterly undiſcernible. 
Need we refer to the Hiſtory of France, to prove 
the juſt Judgment of God, in her preſent Viſitation. 
If Pride and Arrogance, notorious Impiety, and 
ſyſtematical Oppreſſion, Perfidy, and Fraud, are 


in themſelves, g ievous Offences ; and ſuch, as in 


the conſtant Experience of Ages, have been found 


to draw down the dreadful Vengeance of Heaven, 
both upon Nations and Individuals ; a Survey of 
the General Manners and Conduct of the French 
People, muſt neceſſarily bring Conviction to the 
Mind, that the preſent State and Condition of that 
Nation, is the Effect of a moſt exact and righteous 
Diſpenſation of Divine Justice, for their manifold, 
long-continued, heinous, and crying Enormities. 
She, who for a long Se ſon, has been the Gene- 
ral Diſturber of the Peace of Mankind, the Miſtrefs 


of Intrigue, the Fomenter of Diſcord ; by whoſe 


baneful Influe ce and inſidious Arts, Animoſities 
and Strifes have been conſtantly excited ; in a Mo- 
ment is her Power diſſolved, and all her deep 
Schemes at once broken off and defeated. - 

The Policy of the ruling Power in this Country 


in keeping entirely aloof under the preſent Circum- 
ſtances, . 
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(38 ] 
ances of Things, is very juſtly to be recommended, 
_ conſidering that the Diſtreſſes and Perplexities 
with which the Almighty is at pr-ſent viſiting the 
Nations, may be deemed an equitable Meaſure of 
their former Ways. But ill ſhall we deſerve the 
highly favorable Diſtinction which Providence 


confers upon us, if we let ſlip the preſent precious 


Opportunity of demonſtrating our Zeal in advanc- 
ing the Glory of God. | 

Let us not pride ourſelves in vain Conceit, that 
we are a Whit better than other People; ſince both 
Individuals and Nations are eſtimated in the Judg- 
ment of God, according to the Meaſure of their 
Improvement of the Opportunities laid in their 
Ways. 
The Hour is at length arrived, the Manas is 
now come, when the legitimate Rulers of this 
World, will find even their temporal Intereſt 
arouſing and exciting them to adopt laudable and 
rational Improvements, and to advance A general 
Reformation; and ſuch is the advanced Age of the 
World, and the preſent State of Mankind, that 
Nothing ſhort of a real and ſubſtantial Reformation 
will now be found to ſerve. | 

But ſome will ſay, while diſſonant Opinions 
violently agitate the public Mind, Plans of Refor- 
mation are altogether ill-timed and unſeaſonable. 

To ſuch I reply, The Temper of Mankind is na- 
turally inclined toIndolence. Inglorious Sloth has 
ever been more generally prevalent than honorable 
Activity. Owing to this natural Propenſity to 
Indolence and Eaſe, Tyrannies of all Sorts, Super- 
| ſtition, 
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(6 ) 
ſition, and the darkeſt Ignorance, have not only 
obtained Place in the World, but have been tamely 
ſubmitted to with paſſive Content. Now when the 
Almighty in the Courſe of His Providence purpo- 
ſes to bring about ſome notable Change in the State 
of Things, He permits the Evil Spirits (the Harbin- 
gers of his merciful Manifeſtations) by ſtirring up 
in the Minds of Men, a Conflict of diſtorted Ideas, 


to diſcompoſe this inert, fixed State: that ſo, Man- 


kind being rouſed from their natural Torpidity, 
and awakened to Attention; tired and exhauſted 
in this Conflict of erroneous Subtilties, and panting 
for Quiet, they become the readier ſuſceptible of 
rational Impreſſions, and better diſpoſed to embrace . 
the Convictions of Truth. 

Contemplating then the peculiar Circumſtances 
of the preſent Time, the preſent may be confidered 
a ſpecial Seaſon for proſperouſly adopting ſalutary 
Reforms. 

Mankind, at different Pertodi, have been much 
agitated and diſturbed by the Fanaticiſm of intem- 
perate Zealots, inſtigated by infernal Agency: 
but this, inſtead of anſwering the End of diaboli- 
cal Malice, has ever proved the Means of eſtabliſh- 


ing the Purpoſe of God. 


The levelling Theoriſts in the Audacity of their 
Preſumption, have taken upon them to cut out for 
all Nations, a ſpecific F orm of Government; namely, 
the Republican ; and to this one Form they attribute 
every Excellence and every Perfection: notwith- 
ſanding it is evident in the Nature of Things, from 


the different Circumſtances' of different People : 
99 85 5 | ſuch 
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ſuch as Natural Temperor Genius, Population, Ex- 


tent of Territory, Situation, and the like; that the 


Formation of the Organs of the collective Powers of 
Nations, muſt depend on National Contingences : 


moreover we are taught to believe, both froin Rea- 


ſon and Revelation, that theſe National Contingences 
are Nothing leſs than the Reſult of Divine Determi- 
nation. But theſe Sophiſts exactly reſembling their 
{ottiſh Predeceſſors, the viſionary Builders of The 
Tower of Babel, in the Fullneſs of their Pride and 
ſelfiſh Conceit, have diſavowed the Propriety of 
being led by religious Influence. Revelation 
therefore to them, is as Verba incognita et vituperata. 
Seeing they have thus diſdainfully rejected, re- 
proached, and villified, the Sacred Oracles of Truth, 
it is meet they ſhould fall under the Error of their 
vain Imaginations. 


But there is no Reaſon why thoſe who are influ- . 


enced by a real, honeſt, and temperate Zeal for the 
Honor of God and the Happineſs of. Mankind, 

ſhould be deterred from its actual Exerciſe, becauſe 
theſe Men, proudly rejecting the Authority of 


Scripture, and truſting to the blind Guidance of 
mere natural Reaſon, have ſet themſelves fip for 


public Reformers ; and have by the ſubtil Deteption 


of their pernicious Tenets, brought innumerable 
Diſorders on thoſe who have been beguiled by their 
Sophiſtry. Nay, there is all the Reaſon in the 
World for the Honest enlightened now to beſtir-them- 


ſelves ; for the Seaſon is approaching of an unex- 
ampled Triumph to the Cauſe of Truth. July, 1792+ 


Nov. 1792. Since writing the above, owing to 


the unavoidable Calls of my neceſſary Buſineſs; 


C | my 
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my Mind has been diverted for the Space of four 


Months, from the further Proſecution of my Pur- 
pole ; neither at preſent do I ſee any Opening 
whereby Leifure may be obtained for delivering 
my Thoughts in the Latitude at firſt deſigned. 

But though cramped in the greateſt Degree, with 
Reſpect to Time, yet as the miſerable Effects of 
Fanaticiſm and popular Error are hourly ſpreading 
more and more their baneful Influence, I cannot lon- 
ger refrain from preſenting to the Public, a few ſlight 


Sketches of a Syſtem, which under the Auſpices of 


Divine Favor, may happily counteract the miſchie- 


vous Tendency of thoſe diabolical Principles fo 


exceedingly rite in the preſent Day. 


Clearly forefeeing that the deſolating Principle 
of modern Licentiouſnefs, artfully diſguiſed under 


the ſpecious and high-ſounding Name of Liberty, 
would continue to infinuate and ſpread its peſti- 
lential Contagion, unleſs Magistrates, the Conservators 
of public Peace and Order, would fet themſelves 
with an Honeſt Zeal, not merely to refute the flimſy 
Sophiſtry of theſe ſhallow, newfangled Notions, 
but chiefly to point out clearly to the People, 
wherein real Liberty, Glory, and ae do 
conſiſt; to the End therefore that the Rulers of 
my Country might be awakened to a Senſe of their 


Duty, and excited to employ the Means put into 
their Hands in promoting the Glory of God, and 
advancing the general Intereſt and Happineſs of 


Mankind; being conſcious of the Gift wherewith I 


am intruſted, and ſtudious to render it, as much as 


may be, beneficial; I took upon me, at the Time 
when my former Work was. frſt publiſhed, to ad- 


dreſs 


_ 


eee 


1 
dreſs it to the executive Power; being perſuaded 
the ſureſt and beſt Method may be found therein, 
whereby an Antidote might be prepared againſt the 
abominable Licentiouſneſs and Iniquity of the 
Times. 

Now this my firſt Application to the executive 
Power not being noticed, I was induced about this 
Time Twelvemonth to make another. 

It muſt be imagined, the Motive which could 
induce me, a Man obſcure and of low Degree, to 
addreſs myſelf to ſo exalted a Character as Mr. Pitt, 
was a ſtrong One: and the Nature of the Matter 
being well conſidered, à very cogent Motive it 
undoubtedly will be found to be. 

A deplorable Degree of Ignorance in the Ways 
and Methods of Providence, has for a long Seaſon 
pervaded all Ranks, Patrician as well as Plebeian ; 
and notwithſtanding there has fallen out a Conflu- 


ence of moſt ſignally ſtriking Events, which ought - 


to have awakened the Rulers of Nations, particu- 
larly the Powers of Government in this Country, 
and to haye determined them freely to adopt 
wholeſome Regulations and rational Reforms ; yet 
do they remain rigidly attached to their old Policy 
and ſhew themſelves indifferent in advancing the 
Work of God. 

To ſtir up then the Minds of thoſe to whom is in- 


truſted the Adminiſtration of public Affairs, and to 
awaken their Attention to that particular Point of 


Duty, which eminently becomes ſuch, from the 
E x1gency of the Times, I was led once and again 
to make my earneſt Application, 
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But the Mind being clouded by Paſſion and en- 
veloped in Error, is diſqualified to perceive the 
clear Demonſtrations of Truth, or to liſten to the 
ſtill Voice of Reaſon. To reſtore therefore to the 
Intellect a right Tone oſ Perception, it is neceſſary 
the Paſſions be diſturbed, and the whole mental 
Frame ſuſtain a violent Shock of ſtrong Perturbation. 

The Affairs of France are eminently intended to 
produce this Effect, ſo highly deſirable and moſt 
devoutly to be wiſhed for; namely, to reſtore to the 
Underſtanding, a juſt Perception, by clearing from 
the Mind the Miſts of Error and intellęctual Preju- 
dice. 3 

The French Revolution was a ſudden Irruption of 
all Sorts of heterogeneous Qualities : and was a na- 
tural Conſequence of the prior Manners, Mode of 
Government, Extent of Territary, and Diſpoſition 
of that People. 

The Sons of pertinacious Error ever tenacious of 
their on perverted and evil Ideas, proudly ſetting 
up their own wild Whim and Caprice as the Stan- 
dard of right Judgment, have beſtowed upon this 
outrageous Conſpiracy againft natural Juſtice, the 
moſt extravagant Encomiums: repreſenting it as 
the Grand Criterion whereby to prove the natural 
Excellence and Dignity of Man : nevertheleſs ſuc- 
ceeding Times will view both it and its wretched 

Enormities as the moſt unequivocal Demonſtration 
and cleareſt Evidence of human Depravity. 

And becauſe the Providence of God, for wiſe and 
good Reaſons, ſometimes permits Uſurpations and 
the moſt barfaced Injuſtice ſeemingly to proſper 

for 


. 


for a While, theſe modern Philoſophers, the arro- 


gant Pretenders to Illumination, preſumptuouſly 
aſcribe Equity to their moſt iniquitous Proceedings; 
colouring the moſt outrageous Acts of Violence, 
and the moſt ſhocking and execrable Barbarities, 
under the ſpecious Pretext of the Exerciſe of Au- 
thority derived from what they term Rights of Man. 

In this deplorable: Time of general Ignorance, 
it is Nothing to be wondered at that theſe bewitch- 
ing Principles ſhould enfnare and captivate the 
Hearts of the untaught Vulgar : ſeeing in them is 
contained the moſt exquiſite Subtilty of ſatanic 
Policy, i ; 

But let not the honeſt Heart be diſmayed, or 
think it ſtrange that the Almighty Ruler of the 
World ſhould in this advanced Period of Time 
permit ſo dreadful a Deception'to prey upon the 
human Mind : for ſeeing God 1s about to enter 
into a ſtrong Controverly with the Nations, He 
has choſen this as the ſpecial Means of arouſing them 
out of their fatal Security, and awakening them to 
a Senſe of their beſt Intereſt : that ſo, Falshood 
being vanquiſhed through its own Machination, the 
glorious Truth may triumphantly ſhine forth with 
unexampled Brightneſs and Reſplendency. 

Great is the Degree of general Infatuation ! 


T hough all the Princes and Potentates of the Earth 


ſhould cloſely combine together, and unitedly wage 
War againſt the Partizans of this new-ſprung Doc- 
trine, yet would they be found to be utterly un- 
conquerable by Arms: ſuch an Oppoſition, 


Inſtead of quelling, would ſerve but to invigorate 


their 
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their Strength, and bring freſh Acceſſions to their 
Numbers. 

But ſome may alk, What then? Are we quietly 
to ſuffer theſe new Teachers, the Pretenders to 
Illumination, to propagate their abominable Doc- 
trine ; and by ſly Arts and cunningly deviſed Stra- 
tagems to draw aſide the unwary ? 

I anſwer, No, by no Means : they muſt not be 
let alone. It is incumbent upon us, out of an ho- 
neſt Zeal, vehemently to fight againſt theſe ſubtil 
and inſidious Workers of Evil. But let us take 

heed we uſe no improper Weapon in this Warfare. 


The Sword of Proof by which we may conquer theſe 
atheiſtical Subverters of the Peace and Happineſs of me 
Society, will be found to be, The Word of God. bo 
Had the legitimate Rulers of Chriſtendom, when w] 
firſt the formidable Power of that tyrannically med- m 
dling and enterprizing People was broken, had the in 
Fowers of Chriſtendom, I lay, embraced the Op- IS 
portunity, when firſt the Strength of France was t 
deſtroyed, of mutually guaranteeing their reſpective F 
Rights; and being hereby delivered from the further C 
Apprehenſion of foreign War, (a Bleſſing not to j 
be prized, and which yet awaits the Acceptance of ] 
the well-diſpoſed,) being, I ſay, hereby delivered { 


from that grievous Scourge, that ſore Plague of long 
Continuance! Had they proceeded in the true Spirit | 
of Chriſtian Liberality, to inſtitute in their reſpec- 

tive Juriſdiftions, a free and rational Enquiry into 

my the Means of meliorating Society, and enlarging the 

15 Happineſs of Mankind; and let them be well aſſured, 

1 | the e they delay to fulfil with Earneſtneſs this 
| | | 5 particular 
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particular Duty of their high Functions, which the 
Ripeneſs and peculiar Fitneſs of the preſent Times 
ought to ſtimulate them immediately to turn in 
their Minds ; the longer they delay, the more grie- 
vouſly will they temptthe affronted Majeſty of Hea- 
ven to inflict upon them the terrible Effects of His 
dreadful Diſpleaſure; had they, to repel the inſi- 
dious Attacks of their Adverſaries, inſtead of having 
Recourſe to Arms, openly manifeſted a truly liberal 
Spirit, in readily ſetting on Foot a rational and free 
Enquiry into the Means whereby they might beſt 
prevent the threatening Evils of Sedition, Anarchy, 
and public Miſery ; how moreover with Honor and 
Security to themſelves, they might beft aſſert and 
maintain thoſe particular individual Rights which 
both God and Nature ſanction and allow; and by 
what Means they might moſt effectually, that is, 
moſt happily and honorably exerciſe thoſe Rights, 
in promoting the End for which they were deſigned, 


namely, the Maintenance of Juſtice and Order, and 


the Support of the public Weal ; had the lawful 
Rulers and Governors of Chriſtendom, with a be- 
coming Spirit, timely united in a well directed Op- 
poſition to the antichriſtian Tenets of theſe wicked 
Men, they might have prevented in a great Degree, 
the doleful Miſchiefs of their acc urſed Devices. 
But they have ſhewn themſelves more eager in 
avenging their own perſonal Quarrel, than in 
maintaining the Cauſe of God. | 
Can it appear ſtrange then that God in Anger 
ſhould confound their Counſels, and diſappoint 
their Views ? | ET 
But 
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But let the Princes and Potentates whom the Al- 

mighty in the Courſe of His Providence has legally ; 
appointed to execute Righteouſneſs and Judgment N 
in the Earth, let them by a zealous Attention to their 
firſt Duty prove themſelves worthy of the high Sta- g 
tion to which they are called ; then will God ariſe 0 
in their Behalf, and manifeſt the adorable 2 p 
and Riches of his Grace. 

But if it be a Duty incumbent on thi Powers of F 
Chriſtendom in General to oppole to theſe irreligi- E 
ous Seducers, the ſure and ſteadfaſt Doctrine of 
God's Word, how ought the Government of this F 
Country, which enjoys fo highly favored a Dittinc- 
tion among the Nations, to be foremoſt in the Ma- 8 
nifeſtation of a truly Chriſtian Zeal ! 2 1 

However the Rulers of Chriſtendom may in Time f 
paſt have imagined their Security has lien in keep- | 
ing the People in a blind Ignorance, they will now 1 
moſt aſſuredly find both their Safety and their Glo- g 
ry in zealouſly ſupporting and foſtering the ſpeedy 5 

Propagation of the Knowledge of the Truth. * (a 
- Happy wouldit be for my Country, unſpeakably s 

happy, would ſhe but ſet herfelf with Alacrity and | 
a becoming Chriſtian Spirit, to fulfil the high De- "A 
ſignation of Heaven, and nobly take the Lead among 3 
the Nations, in exhibiting to the World a glorious 15 
Exemplar of Chriſtian Purity and Perfection: and 75 
let her well remember ſhe owes her preſent Eleva- th 
tion to the Spirit of her Conſtitution ; and for that G 
ea 


Conſtitution ſhe 1s indebted (under Providence) to 
21 her prior Attainments in the ſuperior Knowledge pl 
* Practice of Chriſtianity: for true Chriſtianity 

and 
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and true Liberty are perfectly congenial, and are 


ever cloſely allied together; as is Antichriſtianity 


to its natural Concomitants, Tyranny and Slavery. 


While her verſatile and perfidious Neighbour, 
ever noted for exetciſing her great Power and nati- 
onal Faculty, in mean, diſgraceful, and wretched 
Purſuits; and now wretchedly occupied in the abo- 
minable Work of looſening the Bands of Society, 
and ſetting all Ranks of Mankind at Variance, one 
with the other; whilſt the is thus diſhonorably 
employed in diſſeminating the Seeds of Animoſity 
throughout the Earth; how truly happy and glori- 
ous would it be for my Country to be diſtinguiſhed 
as the real Enlightener of Nations, and the Diſpen. 
ſer (under God) of the choiceſt Bleſſings to the Chil- 
dren of Men! | 

Could the French Nation in General, have been 
led to believe, at the Time they ſuffered thoſe fiery, 


hot-brained; and reſtleſs Characters among them, 


thoſe high-toned Declaimers againſt Deſpotiſm, 
(many of whom were doubtleſs aQtuated by good 
Motives) when they ſuffered thoſe buſy Spirits, by 


availing themſelves of the Circumſtances of the Mo- 


ment, to engroſs to themſelves a Power abſolutely. 
unwarrantable, and which they were not legally 
conſtituted to exerciſe ;' and totally regardleſs whe- 
ther they obtained or obtained not the full and free 
Conſent ofthe ſeveral Parties matefially concerned; 
eagerly, (but unjuſtifiably) conſtruing a tacit Com- 
pliance into a legal Acknowledgement and free 
Choice ; changing the Name of their legitimate 


Conſtitution, that of the States General, into that of 
D the 
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the National Assembly; (under which ſpecious Ap- 
pellation, the Conſpiracy and Uſurpation of a law- 
leſs Combination is artfully concealed) could the 
French Nation, I ſay, have been perſuaded in the 
firſt Inſtance, that from their Supineneſs in thus 
letting their legally appointed Repreſentatives ſeize 


the Opportunity to impoſe on their Credulity, and 


ſubverting the Rule of their own Ordination, ſelf- 
elect themſelves into a ſpurious Body, the natural 
Tone of whoſe Meaſures would inevitably bring 
them to the dreadful Alternative, either of ſanc-— 
tioning the moſt illegal Inſtitutions, thereby ſub- 
jecting themſelves to the baſeſt and crueleſt of all 
Tyrannies, that which grants no Toleration to a 
diſlenting Opinion, but with brutal Force requires 
all indiſcriminately to obey its arbitrary and impe- 
rious Mandates; or elſe to expole themſelves to the 
moſt tragical Diſaſters, a Life of Infamy or a cruel 
Death in their own- Country, or a wretched Exile 


and miſerable Exiſtence in foreign Climes; could 
the French People have been led clearly to ſee the 


horrid Conſequences which would moſt ſurely 
reſult from the Exerciſe of that Power which the 
Body of Men calling itſelf the National Assembly 
would take upon them to arrogate to themſelves ; 
they would, without Doubt, have prevented to 
the utmoſt, its illegal Aſſumption. | 
But France was not permitted to ſee this. Na- 
tional Sins muſt be expiated by 'national Puniſh- 
ments. Grievous indeed the crying Sins of France 


* be, _ the Provocations which could oc- 
caſion 


{ 
\ 
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6 
caſion ſo terrible a Viſitation and ſuch fore Judg- 
ments as have befallen her. 

But France has not yet filled up the-Meaſure of 
her Crimes. She muſt yet be a dreadful Scourge, 
both to herſelf and to the Reſt of the unrighteous 
Nations: to the which ſhe is moſt exactly fitted 
and eminently prepared; ſeeing in Addition to 
the notable Curle of Vengeance, Infatuation, Pro- 
vidence has ſuffered her to obtain a ugnal Enlarge- 
ment of Power. 

France, as a Nation publicly proſeſſing Chriſtia- 
nity, has for a Series of Years, in the Temper of 
her public Conduct, flagrantly ſcandalized her 
Profeſſion in the open Face of all the Worid : the 
more ſo, from the Rank and Conſequence ſhe has 
vauntingly taken to herſelf among the Chriſtian 
States. 

But the Almighty ever inflicts the moſt exact 
and righteous: Puniſhments on perfidious Delin- 
quents. 


France, notwithſtanding her outward Profeſſion, 


has uniformly and ſyſtematically acted by Fraud 
and Injuſtice. Inſtead of adhering to the excel- 
lent Precepts of her Profeſſion, Not to render Evil 


for Evil, but rather to overcome Euil with Good, ſhe 


has conſtantly adopted that profage Maxim, Let us 
ao Evil that Good may come. 


To charge national Calamities altogether to the 


Score of the Government, is extremely erroneous. 


Public Governments are only in the leaſt Degree ac- 
count-ble for public Misfortunes. Evil Govern- 
ments in general proceed from evil Diſpoſitions 
n the People who are governed, 
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The French, in the Heat of their political Intoxi- 
cation, are loudly proclaiming to the World their 
own Futility and Littleneſs of Character: for 
' while they ſo extravagantly inveigh againſt the 
Government under which they ſo long Time lived, 
they are openly manifeſting the r1diculous Folly 
and Vanity of their boaſted Pretenſions to Mag- 
nanimity. 


A People poſſeſſing but ſmall Power and Co ſe- 
quence in the Scale of Nations, notwithſtan ling 
the Caſt of their national Genius be truly brave and 
liberal, yet from local Circumſtances, may be ne- 
ceſſitated to ſubmit to a Frame of Government in 
the greateſt Degree objectionable: but for a Nation 
poſſeſſing ſuch ſuperlatively great Advantages as the 
French confeſſedly has, for ſuch a Nation to ſuffer 
a Government ſo exceedingly objeQtionable, as 
theirs, they ſo paſſionately complain has been ; this 
affords but poor Proof of national Dignity and Ele- 
vation of Mind. 

Had Louis the Fourteenth, been placed at the 
Head of a magnanimous, brave, and generous Peo- 
ple, would they have ſuffered him to diſgrace the 
Page of Hiſtory by ſo ſhameful an Abuſe of the 
great Power with which he was inveſted ? Could 
they ſo generally have fallen into a Spirit of ſuch 
baſe Vaſlalage, and mean ſycophantic Adulation ? 
But the Spirit and Manners of that Prince were 
perfectly characteriſtic of the Diſpoſition of his 
People, 


The 
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The Deſpotiſm they make ſuch a bluſtering Stir 
about. and which gained ſo great an Aſcendancy in 
that Reign, aroſe, it is evident, more from the 
mean-ſpirited Puſillanimity of the People than from 
any remarkably great Exertions on the Part of the 
Government. 1 ; 

How vilely criminal will Poſterity view the pre- 
ſent Conduct of the French Nation, when it comes 
to be conſidered, (as moſt aſſuredly it will be) that 
the political Evils they are now with ſo much acri- 
monious Rage and unparallelled brutiſh Cruelty 
charging to the Blame of their rightful Governors, 
were principally occaſioned by themſelves. 
Infatuation is the ſure and dreadful Curſe of wilful 
Injuſtice : and it is the miſerable Curſe of Infatua- 
tion to be driven impetuouſly into all Extremes. 

France, over and above her other manifold Ex- 
orbitances, her buſy, meddling, and encroaching 
Spirit, her Reſtleſſneſs and Promptitude of Temper 
in diſtarbing the Repoſe of Mankind, her Luſt of 
Domination in General, and her inſatiable Thirſt 
after Self-Aggrandiſement, viewing the growing 


. Greatneſs of this Country with a jealous and an en- 


vious Eye, has, as 1t were, collected the ſeveral 
noxious Qualities of her evil Diſpoſition into a Fo- 
cus, the more powerfully to operate in cauſing the 
Diſturbance, and if poſſible, the Overthrow of her 
hated Rival. 

What ſubti] Arts, what far-fetched and cunning 
Devices, what Plots and Stratagems, what avowed 
Hoſtilities, what crafty, perfidious, and ſecret In- 


trigues, 


( 89 ) 
trigues, has ſhe not made uſe of, to compaſs the 
Ruin of a quiet and inoffenſive, yet brave and re- 
folute People ! 

In vain does ſhe go about to ſet up plauſible = 
cuſes, endeavouring to — a Conduct ſhe knows 
is ſhameful to avow. 

Fruſtrated in her Purpoſes, and ſo often foiled 
in her Attempts, obſerving that the Genius of this 
Country rifes ſuperior to every Attack, ſhe feels 
Herſelf forced to pay an unwilling Ho age to the 
Virtue ſhe has ſo contemptuoully deſpiſed. 

But this ſhe does with an ill- becoming Grace. 
Retaining ſtill her old Leaven of rancorous Hatred 
and bitter Jealouſy, ſhe pretends to Friendſhip and 
Good-Will, whilſt at the ſame Time ſhe is medita- 
ting further and deeper Schemes of Miſchief; under 
the colourable Diſguiſe of a reſpectful Attachment 
to Engliſh Liberty. 

Though the Bulk of the People in the preſent 
Day, with ReſpeG to juſt Notions, and a right 
Judgment of Things, are wofully defective; yet 
many there are who are able exactly to diſcriminate 
and nicely to diſtinguiſh. 

Silly Birds, tis true, may be caught with Chaff. 


The French muſt imagine us to be contemptibly 


weak indeed, if they ſuppoſe they can eaſily whee- 
dle us out of our Reaſon by their dexterous Ma- 


nuvres. Do they think we ſhall lightly be taken 
in their Toils ? Or, that they can with Facility in- 
duce us to exchange the ineſtimable Bleſſing of 
Sterling Liberty for the fearful Curſe of Vengeance, 
Gallic Licentioulneſs ? 


| They 
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They pretend to make their Court to Engliſh 
Liberty; but this is merely an invidious Compli- 
ment: they would perſuade us our Liberty is only 
nominal: and that they themſelves are the only 
People who poſſeſs true Liberty in Perfection, to- 
gether with its levelling Appendage, Equality. 
That under the kind Influence of Genuine Liber- 
ty flowing from a free and noble Conſtitution this 
Country has proſpered in a matchleſs Degree, Hiſ- 
tory bears undeniable Evidence : but this Liberty 
and this Conſtitution, through which under Provi- 
dence, this Country has experienced ſuch unequalled 
Bleſſings, theſe modern Politicians treat with ſove- 
reign Contempt. They pretend that the Liberty 
we poſſeſs is but juſt ſufficient to enſlave ourſelves ; 
and as to our Conſtitution, they with a brazen 
Effrontery deny we have any at all. | 
So then this Liberty and this Conſtitution, our 
Boaſt and our Glory, under which we have proſper- 
ed beyond all Compare, theſe Men with unparal- 
teiled Aſſurance, decry as incomplete. 

What then is the complete Liberty they would 
fain recommend ? 

Such a Liberty as is totally incompatible with 
the Principles of natural Juſtice. 

The Liberty they mean to recommend, is an 
unreſtrained Freedom to do whatever an Individual 
or a Society ſhall think fit, be it right or wrong; 
ſetting up their own diſtinct and private Will as the 
Standard of Juſtice to themſelves. So that whatſo- 
ever they may happen to deem objettionable, 
though it be an Object in which the Happineſs of 
Millions is materially intereſted, yet it matters not 
at 


291 
at all for that; if it meets with their Diſapprobation 
that is ſufficient for them; and enough to determine 
them to go to the full Extent of their Purpoſe. 

For Inſtance. They object to regal Govern- 
ment. Whether this be a Form in itſelf good, bad, 
or indifferent, we will not at preſent take upon us 
to con{:der : but that it 1s the Kind of Government 
which has moſt generally obtained in the World in 
all Ages and among all Nations, the moſt poliſhed 
and civilized, as well as the moſt barbarous, we 
have clear and ample Teſtimony, 


Now theſe Circumſtances alone, namely, the 


venerable Antiquity and almoſt univerſal Preva- 
lency of this Sort of Government, would moſt 
aſſuredly induce a truly enlightened and righteous 
People (who perhaps irritated by grievous Abuſes, 
and thoſe of long Continuance, under their regal 
Governors, may have been brought to contemplate 
the Expediency of making a Change in the Form 
of their Government) theſe Circumſtances, I ſay, 
would influence a wiſe and juſt Nation to proceed 
in ſuch a Matter with the utmoſt Precaution. No- 
thing raſh or precipitate if ſo weighty and exeeed- 
ingly momentous an Affair, as that of changing 
the long continued Form of national Government, 
would debaſe their Meaſures. 

They would conſider Men as Men, under every 
Circumſtance of Things: and making every rea- 
fonable Allowance not only for human Errors and 
Infirmities, but alſo for that confined Sphere of 
Action which degenerated Conſtitutions muſt ne- 
ceſſarily occaſion, they would be extremely tender 


and cautious in charging to the Man the Blame of 
the 


He: 
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the evil Inſtitution under which he aQs: above 
all, being to improve and renovate, or totally to 


change a hitherto fixed Syſtem and ſettled Condi- 


tion of Things, they would have ſpecial Regard to 
the Principles of natural Juſtice ; conſidering that 


no Individual can poſſibly in the Nature of Things 


be individually held culpable except for his own 
perſonal Demerit : and that for the Inconveniences 
reſulting from evil Inſtitutions, the whole Commu- 
nity is in its collective Capacity to be colleQively 
accountable. | ; 

On this equitable Principle, which is the only 
Ground of juſt Decifion, they would conſider an 
Individual who 1s legally appointed to an Office, as 
long as he fulfils the Duties of his Function, to be 
as juſtly entitled to his political Right, namely, the 
legal Condition and Terms on which he holds his 
Office, as he is in his natural Capacity to his natu- 
ral Right, namely, the Protection of Life and 
Property. 

And if in the Courſe of Experience, it ſhould be 


deemed expedient for promoting the public Benefit, 


to aboliſh ſuch Office, a wiſe and juſt People would 
conſider an Individual who legally holds it, and 
who fulfils the Duties of it, to be entitled. for his 
Acquieſcence in ſuch Abolition, to a full Indem- 
nification. Forty 

As to perſonal Puniſhments for official Offences, 


. thoſe are altogether abhorrent to the Spirit and 


Principle of natural Juſtice. For official Offences, 
Juſtice requires official and not perſonal Puniſh- 
ments, Now the official Puniſhment for the Abuſe 
E of 
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of Office, is merely Deprivation of ſuch Office from 
the delinquent Party; unleſs, previous to his Ac- 
ceptance of the Office, the legal Condition under 
which he was to hold it, ſpecified other Pains and 
Penalties beſides Deprivation. 
Had the Englis when Fames the Second by his 
ill-adviſed Conduct incurred the Forfeiture of his 
Crown : had the English, I ſay, proceeded to take 
a Meaſure they were not legally warranted to exer- 
ciſe ; and under the Colour of Juſtice, after the 
Example of the vile Treatment of the Father, had 
they inflicted an extrajudicial Puniſhment on the 
Son ; they would not have experienced in this 


Caſe, the Favor of Heaven, any more than they 


didin the former in Support of ſuch their unrigh- 
teous Proceeding. 

But they had now attained to national Wiſdom, 
which they had acquired in the School of dearly 
purchaſed Experience. 

The Troubles which broke out in the Reign of 
Charles the First, and which were a long Time pre- 

vious to his Reign engendering; had their Begin- 
ning principally in the exceſſive Pride aud Self. Suf- 

fiency both of Prince and People ; and in their 

extreme Forgetfulneſs of ſingular public Mercies, 
and very eminent national Bleſſings. 

Now theſe Troubles being the Effect of Divine 
Juſtice on the Nationin General for national Tranſ- 
greſſions ; it was meet that Juſtice ſhould be alike 
inflicted on both Sides: as well on the Prince as on 
the People, 


Charles 
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Charles the Firs, a conſcientious but very bigot- 
ted Man, was extremely well-fitted to perfe& that 
Stroke of Judgment on a ſinful Nation. 

In the Courſe of that national Conflict, Oppor- 
tunities preſented, which had they been wiſely im- 
proved, might have healed the grievous Breaches 
on both Sides; and reconciling the different politi- 
cal Intereſts, have fixed them on ſo permanent a 
Baſis, and in ſo juſt an Equilibrium, that a Syſtem 
of Governnent might have been preſented to the 
World, exhibiting a Paragon of peerleſs Excellence; 
ſalutary to the Intereſt of this Country in particu- 
lar, as well as to the general Intereſt and Improve- 
ment of Mankind. 

But Power acquired by unhallowed Pretenſions, 
can never be exerciſed to the Party's Advantage. 


Vet this is preciſely the Sort of Power theſe mo- 


dern Impoſers on the Credulity of Mankind fo- 
eagerly graſp at, and ſo impaſſionately recommend. 
Did England ever proſper under Uſurpation ? 
Let her Hiſtory be conſulted. Do. theſe Men by 
the falſe Gloſſes they put upon Things, and their 
artful Diſtinctions, hope to delude and draw her 
into their Snares? Her good Senſe, which neceſſa- 
rily emanates from her liberal Conſtitution, will 
ſave her from the Wiles of their crafty Devices. 


Bu how acquired ſhe that excellent Conſtitution, 


which proves her Bulwark of Defence againſt the 

Machinations of both her foreign and domeſtic Foes ? 
By a ftri& Adherence to the Rules of Equity. 
Surprized as ſhe once was, when unhappily en- 

gaged in a political Struggle, to which in the firſt 
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Inſtance ſhe had been juſtly provoked ; ſurprized, 


I fay, as ſhe once was, by a canting Tribe of prag- 


matical Hypocrites, into Meaſures totally incongru- 
ous to the general Tone of her national Temper, 


ſhe learnt by bitter Experience the ſad Effects of 
a Departure from Juſtice : inſomuch that when 
recovered from her fatal Delufion, fo deep was the 
Impreſſion of her Fears, leaſt haply ſhe might be 
drawn out of her Bias, and driven again to a miſ. 


chievous Extreme; that from very Exceſs of Pre- 


caution ſhe threw too great a Weight into the regal 


Scale. 

But Extremes of either Side are dangerous. Freſh 
Experience ſerved to rectify her Error, and Penne 
her Judgment. 

It was reſerved for the noble Aſſertors of real Li- 
berty at the memorable Period of the Glorious Revo- 
lution, to fix the Poiſe ofa ſtable and generous Free- 
dom. 

Do the democratical Enthuſiaſts enquire, Why did 
ſhe not at this Time, when ſo favorable an Oppor- 
tunity offered, why did ſhe not proceed further; 


and to prevent the Poſſibility of further Encroach- 


ments and regal Uſurpations, why did ſhe not, as 
the French Nation las done, n We the 
regal Office? 

Had the Nation been faulty at this Time, fhe 
andoubtedly would have taken ſuch a Step: and 
her Raſhneſs would inevitably have involved her 
wretched and condign Puniſhment. But reveren- 
cing herſelf, ſhe had learnt to reſpect the Rights of 
Individuals ; above all ſhe had learnt to reſpe& the 

Ordinances 
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Ordinances of God. Her Religion inſtructed her 
that the Powers in Being exiſted by the Appoint- 
ment of God; and her Reaſon taught her that her. 
Right extended not to the Subverſion but to the 
Improvement of thoſe Powers. | 

But let us ſuppoſe a Caſe, wherein a juſt Nase 
might with Propriety, and conſequently with Safety 
and Advantage, totally change and alter the Nature 
and Form of her Government: for Example. Sup- 
poſe the Engliſh Nation previous to the Time of the 
celebrated Revolution in her Government, had 
from a Senſe of Experience been brought to the 
Conviction, that her Conſtitution was not only de- 
fective in the regal Part, but that the whole Syſtem 
was altogether bad, and injurious to the general 
Welfare of the People; and that the republican Form 
was to be preferred as containing in it far ſuperior 
Advantages, contributory to the general Intereſt of 
the Community; ſuppoſe this Conviction to have 
operated ftrongly on the public Mind previous to 
the Revolution : in ſuch a Caſe, the Nation finding 
herſelf at the Time of the King's Abdication, to be 
luckily relieved from the Burden of the regal Branch, 
would of her own Accord, and without any Solici- 
tation on the Part of the Convention, have autho- 
rized them to model a Frame of Government after 
the moſt perfect of the democratic Kind: and the 
Convention actuated by the like public-ſpirited and 
juſt Principle with the People at large, preferring 
the public Weal to their own private Convenience, 
would have earneſtly ſet thernſelves to the Work; 
comporting their Conduct therein agreeable to the 


moſt perfect Rules of Equity, | The 
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The Convention being thus impowered by the 
Nation to frame a Syſtem of Government, and being 
in the Interim inveſted with full and ample Power 
to execute the Function of Government themſelves; 
having maturely digeſted and modelled their Plan, 
would next from the Dictates of Juſtice and Policy 


ſubmit it to the Scrutiny and Reviſion of the People 


at large in their ſeveral corporate and collective 
Bodies: this being done and the Plan after Reviſion, 
generally approved of and aſſented to, the Conven- 
tion ſuſtaining its Character of a juſt, diſintereſted, 
and public-ſpirited Body, would next proceed to 
make Proviſion for indemniſying all ſuch who 
might ſuſtain Detriment from this new Arrange- 
ment 'of Things; taking the utmoſt Care that 
the Proviſion of this Indemnification be ample and 
well-ſecured ; before they reſigned their Function 
and diſſolved themſelves, by enacting this momen- 
tous, ſupreme, and fundamental Law. 
Thus would the moſt conſummate Juſtice and 
Liberality have pervaded the Conduct both of 
the Nation and its Repreſentative. 

Now let us turn our Eye to France. 
Never had a People a more advantageous Op- 
portunity of improving and eſtabliſhing the Con- 
ſtitution of their Government upon the beſt Prin- 
ciple of pure Liberty and public Utility than the 
French Nation has had. 

Not driven to the Neceſſity of making Uſe of 
the conſtrained Abdication of their Sovereign as 


an Expedient for effecting a political Reform; * 
Meaſure, which though the Engliſh Nation found 


it 
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it abſolutely neceſſary to take ; and which, had ſhe 
not taken, by her inconſiderately lighting the only 
right Means which offered for the Conſervation of 
her Rights and Liberties, ſhe would have forfeited 
her Claim to the Character of juſt and brave; a 
Meaſure, which though warranted by the ſtrongeſt 
Neceſſity, yet operating on the Capriciouſneſs and 
blind Prejudices of the People, it was foreſeen 
would occaſion public Auimoſities, Strifes and 
Diviſions; nevertheleſs as it was a Meaſure not 
originating in perſonal Reſentment, Whim, or 
wild Caprice, but adopted from the preſſing De- 
mand, and on the pure Principle of immutable 
Juſtice, it has obtained the Sanction of Divine 
Favor in the moſt remarkable Degree; the continued 
Proſperity and riſing Greatneſs of the Nation ſince 
that auſpicious Æra being altogether matchleſs and 
unexampled in the Annals of the World; not 
driven, I ſay, to the Neceſſity of uſing any ſuch 


Sort of harſh, coercive Meaſures ; there was given 


to the French Nation ſuch a noble Opening for 
proſperouſly forwarding political Improvements, 
as is not to be equalled in the Hiſtory of Mankind. 

That Sovereign whom they have compelled to 
drink ſo copiouſly to the very Dregs of Bitterneſs, 
and to ſuſtain ſo heavy a Burthen of the moſt pun- 
gent Woe, ſo far from going about to leſſen the 
Immunities and to infringe on the Rights of his 
Subjects, was One, in Nothing more remarkable 
than in the Heartineſs of his Zeal for the Enlarge 
ment of their Rights, and the Increaſe of their 
Happinels, 
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Convened then, as the STATEs GENERAL Was, 

by ſo patriotic, ſo benevolent a Prince, what a 

glorious Opportunity preſented, for the Nation to 
adopt ſalutary Meaſures for the Public Good. 


Their ſignal Perverſion of ſo incomparable a 


Bleſſing affords an inſtructive Leſſon of the ut- 
moſt Importance to Mankind. 

It behoves us duly to weigh, and maturely to 
conſider, why the Thing which ſhould have becn 
for their Health has thus proved an Occaſion. of 
their Falling. 

Could thoſe deſperate Sinners be led clearly to 
perceive that while they are thus buſily endeavoring 
to ſubvert and deſtroy the Rights of Juſtice, they 
are the very Inſtruments which Providence is mak- 
ing Uſe of, to bring about the moſt perfect and uni- 
verſal Eſtabliſhment of thoſe Rights; from a mere 
Spirit of Pervicacity they would of themfelves diſ- 
continue their iniquitous Proceedings. 

But they are impelled by the evil Principle to 
whole Guidance they have ny devoted them- 
ſelves. | 
While thus dice blinded as they are, and 
intoxicated with the Greatneſs of Power they have 
been ſuffered through their cunning Artifices to 
acquire; while they are thus furiouſly driving 
on in the Career of Fraud and diabolical Deceit ; 
tis Time the Friends and the Followers of Truth, 
approve their Worthineſs of that Diſtinction, by 
their firm Adherence to its Dictates, and hear 
ene to its Conviction. 
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The long continued abject State of Vaſſalage in 
which the People of France appeared to the Reſt of 
the Nations of Europe, ſerved greatly among other 
Cauſes to palliate the Conduct of that People, at 
the Time they firſt ſtrained the free Grant of their 
King into an Act of groſs Uſurpation. 

The dreadful Conſequences which have enſued 
from the ſurrounding Nations quietly ſuffering this 
unjuſtifiable Act to ſtand; and the threatening 
Miſchiefs and. imminent Dangers reſulting there- 
from ; ought to arouſe the Nations from their Tor- 
pidity ; and induce them to make it a common 
Cauſe, vigorouſly to endeavor to bring about - 
speedy Restoration of Justice in the Earth. | 

Are the Nations in Dread of the over-running 
Scourge of French Seduction? Let them look well 
to themſelves. Let them be well perſuaded the 
Purpoſe of God is ſpecial in all this: that their 
Fears are excited, and their Apprehenſions are 
raiſed, intentionally to quicken them to right No- 
tices of Things, 

The Great Usurpation or Rebellion in England oc- 
caſions a dark Chaſm in the Engliſh Hiſtory, The 
progreſſive Improvement in the neceſſary Arts and 
Embelliſhments of Life, appears to be ſuddenly 
ſtopped ; the Channels of fair Science choked up ; 
and Learning being abruptly turned out of her re- 
gular Courle, forcibly driven into an indirect, 
muddy, and polluted Stream. 

Many of the firſt Leaders and Agitators of that 
general and grievous national Inſurrection, were 
Men actuated, as far as it concerned their own 
Principles, by juſt . Motives, Such Sort of Men 
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are never wanting in a State. When the Sins of 


a Nation become ripe for judgment, theſe 0 

are the fitteſt Inſtruments to bring it on: but "Þ 

theſe are onlyſecondary Inſtruments. The Malig- D 

nants, who are ever plotting and planning their hi 

bs | Schemes of Miſchief, find theſe the ready Tools to th, 
I work with. A ſagacious People will readily and 3 
= rightly penetrate and diſcern the Principles, Purpo- rat 
ſes, and Deſigns of both theſe Sorts of Perſons : ou; 

and will cautiouſly guard againſt the malicious we 

Wickedneſs of the One, and the enthuſiaſtic Fren- Mi 

zy of the other. Now that which makes a People pri 

fagacious, is their ſteady Adherence to Juſtice. vid 

When a People ceaſes to adhere to the Precepts of to 1 

Juſtice, their wonted Sagacity having forſaken them, Elf 

that which in their better Temperament. of Diſcern- to t 

ment they would have conſidered as the Effuſions v 

of mental Madneſs, they now liſten to and imbibe Eng 

as the ſound Doctrine of enlightened Reaſon. the 

And now do the Malignants with a high Hand play baff 

their Game ; working on this Spirit of popular De- terp 

lufion till the public Mind becomes more and more T 

inf-tuated, they triumph for a While in the Succeſs awal 

of their infernal Stratagems. the 1 

In that diſmal Seafon of public Wretcheineſs Min 

and national Delirium, what Extravagancies in Favc 

Opinion and what monſtrous Tenets were held ! furt} 

Then firſt in theſe later Times, that deviliſh Doc- ing 

trine of a proud and ſelſiſſi Independence was impi- won 

ouſly broached, openly avowed, and eagerly eſpou- Te 


ſed. Nor did that ſignal Repulſe which thoſe our 

Propagators of Fal ſhood and Fomenters of Miſchief the ] 

experienced in the Restoration, abate their Malice or Days 
deſtroy 
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deſtroy their Fraud. And we may be well aſſured, 
ſo long as the Ignorance of Mankind expoſes them to 
be beguiled by the deluſive Artifices of ſuch ſubtil 
Deceivers, ſo long will they be permitted by the 


high Sufferance of Heaven to propagate with Succels 


their deteſtable Lies. 
And herein the Wiſdom of Providence is admi- 


rably ſeen ; in that we are to be thus purged from 
our Errors and cured of our Ignorances : it being 
well obſerved that thoſe very Means which evil 
Minds employ for the Accompliſhment of their 
private, particular, and wicked Ends, Divine Pro- 
vidence delighteth much in uſing and ſanctifying 
to wholeſome and ſalutary Purpoſes : thereby eſta- 
Ehfhing that Good which is diametrically oppoſite 
to the evil Worker's Intent. | 
With what grateful Senſations ought we of the 
Engliſh Nation and Government to contemplate 
the Goodneſs of God, in ſo often and ſo eminently 
baffling and defeating the wicked Devices and En- 
terprizes of both our foreign and domeſtic Foes. 
The recent Evidence, that the Nation is happily 
awakened to theſe grateful Senſations, muſt afford 
the moſt exquiſite Comfort and Joy to every honeſt 


Mind; fince from hence we may preſage that the 


Favor of Heaven will be manifeſted to us in the 
further Enlargement of our Hearts, and the Open- 
ing our Underſtanding to know and conſider the 


wonderful Ways and Works of God. 


To this End let us ſeriouſly reflect, and caſt in 
our Minds, what great and momentous Events 
the Providence of God has brought to paſs in our 
Days. 
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Did the Almighty for the Sins of our Nation, 
permit the, dreadful Scourge of inteſtine War to 
rage through our Land? And were we for a long 
Seaſon involved in all the Miſeries of civil Diſcord, 
party Fury, and factious Rage? And yet after all 
this, did kind Providence compaſſionate our Suffer- 
ings, and relieve us from our Diſtreſs? And did 
God in his Wiſdom, after the cuſtomary Method of 
His Providence, ſanctify that ſevere Diſpenſation, 
and render it ſignally inſtrumental in conferring 
upon us the ineſtimable public Benefit of a juſt and 


righteous Syſtem of Government far beyond Com- 


pare ? Then may we hope, nay, in the Fullneſs 


of Aſſurance confidently expect, that as to us in 
particular, ſo to Mankind in General, will the 
Almighty turn thoſe terrible Viſitations of His Ven- 


geance with which we are daily alarmed, into the 
moſt merciful Manifeſtations of his Goodneſs; and 
render them the bleſſed Means of healing the bro- 


ken Spirits of his Creatures with the precious Balm 


of Grace and Reconciliation. 


January 1ſt, 1793. ] lament much that my ex- 
. treme Straitneſs of Time, will not permit me to 


enter into the Proofs and clear Elucidations of what 


I am about to advance: yet I truſt the Almighty. 


will ſo bleſs my Endeavors for the Enlargement of 
His Truth among Men, that ſome will be ſtirred up 
to proſecute the Scope of theſe Remarks : and con- 
ider them as the proper Data whereon to ground 


a juſt and happy Syltem, equally calculated to 


maintain the Honor and Glory of God, and to pro- 
mote the general Welfare and Happineſs of Mankind. 
5 NOTWITHSTANDING 
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NOTWITHSTANDING there are innumerable 
and irreſiſtible Arguments to prove the Reality of 
Divine Government in the Regulation of the Affairs 
of the World, and though from a rational Survey of 
the Works and Operations of Nature, we muſt ine- 
vitably be led to conclude that the very beſt Means 
are conſtantly made Uſe of for the Accompliſhment 

of the feveral Ends deſigned ; yet weak Minds are 
| apt on every light Occaſion, eſpecially in the Mat- 
ter of the moral Government of Mankind, to ar- 
raign the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God: preſump- 
tuouſly taking upon them to ſcan by the Meaſure 
of their finite and ſhallow Comprehenſions, the 
Ways and Works of infinite Energy and incom- 
prehenſible Perfection. : - 

But however the Heathens of Old, or thoſe who 
| Had the Aid and Aſſi ſtance of Divine Revelation, to 
enlighten and ſtrengthen the reaſoning Faculty of 
their Minds, may in this Reſpe& be held, if not 
altogether blameleſs, yet in ſome Degree, excuſa- 
ble ; the Caſe of thoſe who living under the Influ- 
ence and Light of this Revelation, do yet in the 
Arrogancy and Pride of their ſelfiſh Conceit, go to 
far greater Lengths than ever the Heathens did, is 
widely diſtinct. 

While the Repellers and Enemies of true Reaſon, 
by their ſottiſh Madneſs, and malicious Oppoſition 
to the ſpreading of Real Light in the World, do 
clearly demonſtrate their Antipathy and ſettled * 
Averſion to the genuine Illumination and Happineſs 
of Mankind, it becomes greatly incumbent on the 
Lovers of Truth to oppoſe to the ſpecious Data of 
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falſe Reaſoning, the ſure and ſteadfaſt n 


of infallible Revelation. 

And Revelation is juſtly deemed infallible, and 
entitled to the Epithet, Divine, if on the moſt ſcru- 
pulous Inveſtigation of its Contents, not the moſt 
minute Part of the various and numerous Matters 
it contains will be found to claſh ; but on the con- 
trary, the Whole, and every Particular, may be 
proved to harmonize in the moſt perfe& Uniſon : 
moreover, the Data of falſe Reaſoning, muſt neceſ- 
ſarily be acknowledged to be merely ſpecious, if 
any Incongruity be proved in the Points on which 
it is grounded. | 

As a Spirit of laudable Zeal is now "Mi to be 
excited among us, and as Aſſociations are formed 
for the expreſs Purpoſe of withſtanding the wicked 
Intriguers and confuting the vile Doctrines of the 
preſent Times ;, permit me earneſtly to recommend 
to thoſe who truly value the Honor of their Christian 
Profession, who would really prove themſelves to 
be Lovers of their Country, and Friends to Virtue ; 
who wiſh with Sincerity to fee an End put to the 
dreadful Devaſtations of levelling Fanaticiſm ; and 
who refle&ing that Truth 1s alhamed of Nothing 
but to be hid; and that though the Truth is not to 
be diſcloſed at all Times, nor Pearls to be caſt be- 
fore Swine; yet conſidering the 'preſent State of 
Mankind, and obſerving the frightful Strides of 
Deism and Infidelity, are anxious for the Honor of 
God's, Word to Man: let me earneſtly recommend 


to Such, as the beſt and only Means of combating, 


refuting, and hlencing the 6-wickert and autichriſtian 
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Tenets of theſe Times, to conſider the Expediency 
of immediately adopting that Propoſition I former- 
ly made; namely, That a Number of learned Men 
of all Denominations, Chriſtians and Infid Is, 
ſhould under the Sanction and Authority of Go- 
vernment be formed into a Society, for the exprels 
Purpole of making a liberal and univerſal Enqu y 
into the Authenticity of the Scriptures : not tobe 
influenced by popular Prejudices; but on the 
Suppoſition of their being an Impoſition om the 
Credulity of Mankind, to proſecute a free and man- 
ly Diſquifition. To this, I may further add another 
Propoſition ; namely, that beſides the Society for an 
Ex:mination (hiſtorical, philoſophical, and theo- 
logical) into the Truth and Evidence of Revelation; 
a Society be likewiſe formed under the Auſpicesand 
public Patronage of Government, for the Collection 
of genuine \laterials for the Formation and Com- 
poſition of an universal History of Mankind from 
the remoteſt Antiquity : that 1t be a centenary 
Hiſtory, or Hiſtory of Ages ; giving a comparative 
View from Age to Age, of public Manners and 
Tranſactions: that the Riſe and Progreſs of Society 
be particularly noticed : the Origin of remarkable 
Cuſtoms traced out: and in ſhort, a clear, diſtin, 
and rational Hiſtory of the World be compoled. 
The Reſult of the Labors of two ſuch Societies 
would be coadjutory to each other : and would 
cauſe ſuch an Influx of real Light in the World, 
as would neceſſarily diſpel the Clouds of Ignorance, 
and weaken the Effects of deviliſh Deception. 
We mult not expect ſupernatural Aſſiſtance: or 
look 
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look for God to work a Miracle in this advanced 


oned principally by the Suppreſſion of the Study of 
- the Scriptures ; but was greatly diſſipated on the 
Revival of Scripture Knowledge; yet ſo, that the | 


= : Period of Time, in defence of that Revelation which 
. a only requires the Exerciſe of our rational Faculties, 

* | to convince us it has a juſt Claim to our Belief . 
© in its Divine Inspiration. . 
I ; Nor ſhall we by our Slackneſs in the Exerciſe 

X of thoſe Means which Providence lays before us, F 
5 approve ourſelves deſerving that favored Distinfion « 
$ we bear in the World: but may through our Un- 

: -profitableneſs in the Service of God's Truth, pro- wn 
- voke the Almighty to * that Light we at * 
- preſent enjoy. L 
= As that dark Cloud which for ſo long a Seaſon 

Z overſhadowed the Chriſtian World during the ge- 1 
* neral Prevalency of popiſh Ignorance, was occaſi- , 
F 


5 Light hitherto derived from hence, is comparative- ol 
1 ly but a faint Gleam or Dawn, in Reſpett to that = 


bright Effulgence which will hereafter ſhine forth 
and irradiate the Chriſtian Church : ſo moſt aſſur- up 
edly would ſuch a general, publicly-ſanctioned, 
and ſcrupulous Enquiry into the Evidence of ſcrip- 
tural Divine Authority, not only diſſipate thoſe PRE 


Clouds of Ignorance with which we are at preſent trir 
encompaſſed ; but totally maſtering the falſe, yet hde 
ſubtil Arguments of Infidelity, cauſe the Light of the A 
Glorious Truth of God to ſhine forth and gladden Fac 
the Face af Nature : and turning the Hearts of the ewe 
Children of Men to cultivate' the Ways of Virtue, ons 
5 


would accelerate the ern of that happy Pe- 
riod ; 


* 
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nod THE BLESSED MILLENNIUM, THE 


REIGN OF JUSTICE. 

Let us conſider, We are loudly called to turn 

our Attention to the Works of God. 
Thoſe who are converſant in the Methods and 
Ways of Providence, muſt clearly ſee that the 
preſent Time is the Eve of great and fignal Changes 
in the State and Condition of Things on the Earth. 

While the evil Spirits who work in the Children 
of Diſobedience, by their ruthleſs Maxims are 
terrifying thoſe, who, ignorant of the Deſigns of 
Providence, have a long Time reſted on their 
Lees, and lulled themſelves in an evil Security, 
The Taught of God do greatly conſole themſelves, in 
full ExpeQation that the Day of Deliverance is 
nearly at Hand: and that God will ſpeedily ariſe 
and execute Judgment and Juſtice in the Earth. 

Is it ſo that a great Nation in the Midſt of 
Chriſtendom, heretofore deemed a chief Pillar 
in the Chriſtian Church, 1s ſuddenly and totally 
fallen off from her Profeſſion ; and having given 
up herſelf to an utter Dereliction of her former 
religious Profeſſion, is at this Moment openly 
avowing, and by every ſubtil Device buſily pro- 
pagating the moſt abominable antichriſtian Doc- 


trine, far and near; it behoves us wiſely to con- 
fider the Cauſe of this: and we ſhall find that as 


an Individual, who endued with great natural 
Faculties, yet finding the Ways of Truth are quite 


contrary to his own perverſe and evil Ways; in 
the Pride and Stubbornneſs of his Heart, ſtifling 


the Emotions of his Conſcience, and willfully 
; G rebelling 
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1 
rebelling againſt the Light of his Mind, after long 
Provocation, is judicially given up to a reprobate 
Courſe; juſt ſo, is the righteous Judgment of God 
inflicted on a ſinful Nation. Now whenever an 
Individual or a Nation is in that fearful and diſmal 
State of Reprobation, we may rightly interpret 
their Language, and underſtand the Import and 
Meaning of their Words. 

The Language of theſe evil Men in the preſent 
Day, theſe wicked Scoffers, whoſe deteſtable Doc- 
trines, Providence has ſuffered by Way of an 
admonitory Viſitation, to be ſo widely diffuſed in 


the World, is plain and obvious. It may be clearly 


perceived to be the Doctrine of Devils; and the ex- 
treme Eagernels its deluded Devotees demonſtrate in 
their Endeavours for its Propagation, may be inter- 
preted to be a providential Call for a General Refor- 


enat ion. 


Do theſe pretended Reformers, blaſphe- 
mouſly aſcribe to the Nation, the Power of 
God? 
Source of all Sovereignty. The ſincere Followers of 
God then are called upon to expreſs their Abhor- 


rence of this abominable Impiety. Do they perle- 


cute Kings, the Miniſters of God, and with oppro- 
brious Scorn and bitter Acrimony decry the regal 
Office? Then are the Kings and Rulers of the 
Earth loudly excited as by the Voice -of God, 
to conſider well their Ways, and by well-doing in 
the conſcientious Diſcharge of their honourable 


Functions, to put to Silence the Ignorance of theſe 


fooliſh Men. Do they revile the Nobility ? Arg 
| | the 


The Nation, ſay they, is eſſentially the 


o 


( 82) 
the Clergy deſpiſed? In ſhort, is every Order and 
Inſtitution originally formed for the Good of Soci- 
ety, traduced and 1gnominiouſly proſcribed ? Let 
them attend then to the Warning and profit 
by Advice. Remedy Abuſes, and rectify Errors. 
But in ſo doing, be ſure to exerciſe a right Judg- 
ment. The leaſt Departure fror Juſtice, eſpeci- 
ally in the Matter of Public Reforms, is a Circum- 


ſtance more deeply to be dreaded than all the 


exiſting Evils ariſing in eſtabliſhed Inſtitutions 
from the natural Ruſt and Decay of Time. 

Are the Friends of true Reformation, by viewing 
the preſent dreadful Diſorders and accumulated 
Miſeries of France, are they deterred from the Pro- 
ſecution of their generous Deſigns? Let them 
reſolve to be rigidly juſt, and the God of Justice 
will enable them proſperouſly to accompliſh their 
End. 

Remember, France, by her gnevous Injustice, has 
brought upon herſelf her preſent Calamities ; nei- 
ther will ſhe be reſtored to national Happineſs, till 
ſhe becomes ſenſible of her Enormities, and ſincerely 
repents of her Sins. 

I congratulate my Country, that the happy 
Period is arrived, in which ſhe 1s ſeen triumphantly 
to riſe in all the Glory of her ſterling Majeſty, and 
to adopt a Language anſwerable to her real Dig- 
nity: that Dignity which is neceſſarily attached to 
her matchleſs Conſtitution; that Conſtitution which 


Providence has ſecured to her as the Reward of 


her national Juſtice. 


6 2 | While 


While the Partizans of Injustice and the vile Pro- 


pagators of Fraud, are ſlily endeavouring under- 


hand to thwart her upright Views, it behoves her 
to act with Warineſs and great Circumſpection. 
Beware of being . duped by the fine-ſpun 
Arguments. of Pseudo-Reformers: and on the 
other Hand, beware of a Wretchleſsneſs of Temper 
and Lack of Attention to laudable Improvement. 
Great are the Calls for Universal Reformation, But 
no Change of Circumſtances is entitled to the 
Name of Reformation, which does not exalt the 
Glory of God, and meliorate the State and Con- 
dition of Man: and that, not of Man, merely in a 
collective Point of View, but of Man individually. 
For to talk of a Reformation, wherein ſome muſt 
be Sufferers for the ſuppoſed Benefit of others, is 
at beſt, but an idle Fancy : witneſs the recent 
Example of France, If the objectionable Inſtitu- 
tions of Society cannot be mended without the 
Prejudice of ſome particular Individuals, then, it 
is clear, thoſe Inſtitutions, though naturally imper- 
fect, are yet in the preſent Condition of Things, 
the beſt that can be; and it is beſt they ſhould ſo 
remain, till every Individual be brought freely to con- 
cur in ſome well digeſted Plan of real Reformation. 
As the belt Means of proſperouſly effecting inter- 
nal Reforms, let us wiſely conſider the Aſpect and 


Condition of the Times. For, if Christ ſeverely. 


rebuked the Men of that Day, becauſe they knew 
not the Signs of thoſe Times; how much more 
deſerving of Cenſure are we, if we ſtupidly and 
unprofitably let the Signs of our Times paſs by 
through Neglect. That 


„ 

That a Time in the Iſſues of God's Providence 
will come, when Nation will no longer fight againſt 
Nation, neither will they learn War any more, is 
a Matter clearly foretold. If we rightly confider 
the Events of our Day, it muſt appear evident thas 
Circumſtances are now ripening to that End. 

Since the World began, 1t never has occurred 
till now, that a Number of great and mighty 
Nations of the Earth, from coincident Events have 
been brought to ſuch a Paſs, as to be forced to con- 
ſider it their prime Object and beſt Intereſt mutu- 
ally to ſupport each other in their reſpective natu- 
ral and juſt Rights. 

The Circumſtance of two or more Nations in 
the old Heathen or in the Chriſtian World, joining 
together in a cloſe Alliance upon ſome particular 
Occaſion, bears no Compariſon to the preſent Caſe. 

Here, all the States and Nations of Chriſtendom, 
have one common Cauſe, againſt a common Ene- 
my; the Reproacher, and open Abuſer of that 
holy Name by which they all are called. 

Nor is it merely an outward Foe with whom they 
have to; conteſt. Till Christianity becomes perfect- 
ly underſtood, till its Divine Precepts are adhered 
to, and its Injunctions obeyed, the moſt formid- 
able Foe will be found lurking within. 

The Outrages and abominable Exceſſes of the 
French Faction have conſpired to open the Eyes of 
the Generality of Mankind: they clearly perceive 
their temporal Intereſt to be deeply concerned: 
and they are enforced from the Motive of Self-Pre- 
ſervation, to deviſe proper Means for the Quelling 

and 


* 
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and Cruſhing the natural Effects of this threaten- 
ing and w ide-ſpreading Contagion, 

This truly is a great Revolution. Herein the 
Hand of Providence may be clearly ſeen. And 
that the Benefits of this bleſſed Change may be 
happily extended throughout the Earth, even to 
the Convithon and Conversion of thofe who by their 
Judicial Blindneſs have been inſtrumental in 
bringing it about, let the Rulers and Governors 
of Christendom be perſuaded to heed this Advice. 

"Tis Time that Wars between Nations agreeing 
together in the general Principles of the ſame Re- 
ligion ſhould ceaſe. No conſiderable Meliorations 
in the State of Society will be effected, till Nations 
adopt a General Plan for the amicable Settlement 
of controverſial Points; and the fair Arrangement 


on equitable Principles, of Affairs between State 


and State. - 

To this End, Let the Rulers of the lawful Go- 
vernments of Christendom, (and thoſe Governments 
alone ought to be eſteemed lawful, which having 
been generally acquieſced in and ſubmitted to by 
their reſpective Subjects, are warranted by the 
Word of God) let the reſpective lawful Rulers of 
Christendom, I ſay, wiſely improving the Circum- 
ſtances of the preſent Times, heeding the Calls of 
Providence, and defirous to contribute their Aid, 


happily to ſettle the Differences of Nations, and 


to remove the Ground of War; let them agree upon 
the Eſtabliſhment of A GENERAL COURT 
OF REPRESENTATIVES ; the Object of whoſe 


Inſtitution ſhould be, To reviſe the Laws of Na- 
| tions, 
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tions, and to eſtabliſh Regulations by common 
Conſent, conducive to the General Peace and 
Welfare of Mankind. 

And let it be eſtabliſhed in the firſt Inſtance, as 
a neceſſary Preliminary, and fundamental Regula- 
tion, That Nothing be concluded on, or received 
asthe Act of the Body Repreſentative, but what has 
obtained the clear, full, and free Conſent of every 
individual Repreſentative. 

This ought to be the Maxim or fundamental Rule 
of every Convention or Aſſembly inſtituted for the 
Purpole and Work of Reformation- 

Would the Governors of Christendom be perſua- 
ded to this, would they with a becoming Chriſtian 
Spirit embrace the happy Opportunity of uniting 
together for the bleſſed Purpoſe of extinguiſhing 
Animoſities, and removing the Cauſe of Wars, the 
God of Peace would bleſs their Councils, and ena- 
ble them proſperouſly to accompliſh their Views. 

Let the Nations be warned. A War of Fanati- 
ciſm 18 above all Things to be deprecated. A Ge- 
neral Court of Repreſentatives of the ſeveral legiti- 
mate Powers, empowered with Authority freely to 
diſcuſs and ſettle the Points of Controverly between 
Nation and Nation, would prove the ſalutary Means 
of preventing ſo dreadful a Miſchief. 

From the ſplendid Influence of ſo bright an Ex- 
ample, and encouraged by the Proſpett of à Gene- 
ral and Permanent Peace, the Nations would be led 
to proſecute with Energy, internal Reforms. 

Can we without reverent and grateful Senſations, 
pehold the wonderful Workings of the Providence 
ö of 
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of God ? Are we deaf to the Voice of Heaven? 
And do we remain indifferent to co-operate in its 
Deſigns? Do the infernal Spirits who work in the 
Children of Diſobedience, openly upbraid us with 
our Continuance of Wars? We may be aſſured 
they are the unwilling Heralds of Heaven, proclaim- 
ing to us its high Beheſts. Have the Revolters from 
Reaſon denounced Vengeance againſt All thoſe 
who will not eſpouſe their mad Doctrine of perverted 
Ideas? Have they proſcribed the privileged Or- 
ders of Society, and taking Advantage of the 
Schiſms and Diviſions among Chriſtians, (which yet 
the Scriptures have expreſsly foretold) have they 
openly, proudly, and- blaſphemouſly decried the 
Doctrine, and deſpiſed the Word of the living God? 
Then are we called to prove our Attachment to 
Reaſon, and our excellent Proficiency therein, by 
oppoſing to theſe ſenſelefs Fanatics, the ſober 
Convictions of rational Revelation. 

At preſent we are lamentably deficient in Scrip- 
ture Knowledge. The Profeſſors of the Goſpel, in 
general are wofully ignBrant therein. Both Prieſt 
and People are unacquainted with the true Know- 
ledge and Practice of their Profeſſion. Hence they 
are eaſily beguiled through the Sleight of Men, and 
turned aſide with every Wind of Doctrine. Yet 
this is ſo far from being an Argument againſt the 
Truth of Christianity, that it ſtands a ſure Proof and 
Evidence of its Divine Reality. 

A rational Scrutiny, ſuch as might be expected 
from a liberal Society, authorized by the public 
Sanction, into the Grounds of the Doctrine of 

Christianity 
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Christiontty, as it is contained in the Writings of the 
ſacred Scriptures, is an Object which the Times 
loudly call for. Such an Enquiry would render 
an Appeal To the Law and the Testimony, effica- 
cious for the Conviction of the Scoffers and Gain- 
ſayers. It would be the happy Means of magnifying 
the Law, and making it honorable. 

The Birth of Time and its limited Duration; the 
Origin and Hiſtory of Nature ; the Creation, Fall, 
and Redemption. of Man ; the revealed Notice of 
the Deity and His Attributes ; His various Diſpen- 
ſations to the Children of Men ; the Hiſtory of 
Prophecy, and the Accompliſhment of its Predicti- 


ons; the Types of the Messiah; the Incarnation, 


human Life, Crucifixion, Reſurrection, and Aſcen- 


hon of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, and Saviour 


of Mankind; the Hiſtory of the Fews, and of the 


ancient Great Monarchies of the World; the Ac- 


count of Idolatry; and of the Riſe, Propagation, 
and Eſtabliſhment of Christianity; the Foretelling of 
Gross Corruptions that would be permitted to obtain, 
both in its Doctrine and Diſcipline; the Account 
of Antichrist, his Riſe, Progreſs, and expected Fall; 
the Sabbatical Rest decreed to the Church of Chriſt 
during the bleſſed Period of the Millennium; the ſig- 
nal Marks and Notices by which we may be aſſured 
of its near Approach; the Completion of the 
Mystery of God in the glorious Consummation of all 
Things; all theſe, and more, are Subjects, the 


right Underſtanding of which, is of infinite Impor- 
tance as to the Welfare and Happineſs of Mankind. 


Is any one ſo unſkilful in the Knowledge of the 


Signs of the Times, the Notices of Nature, and 


H DES, the 
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the Intelligences of Providence, as not to perceive 


that the Reign of Justice advances near? What 


though the Ungodly are outragtous, What though 
they ſtorm and menace, though they overrun the 
Earth with their Wiekedneſs; thus ſaith the Pſal- 
miſt in the Spirit of Prophecy, When the Ungodly 
are green as the Grass, they Shall be Suddenly cut 
off. They are even now ripe for Deſtruction, and 
their enormous Iniquities will haſten their Fall. 


French Liberty and Equality, the Bubble that has 


ſet the World all a-gaze, like their other fantaſtic 
and unprofitable Invention of the Air Balloon, will 
de found to die away like Smoke, and to. evaporate 
in Fume : yet ſtill it may be confidered the Har- 
binger of that perfect Freedom and that Oneness in 
Chriſt, which will be happily enjoyed in ſucceed- 
ing Times. | | 
Moreover, the World has been recently ſet a 
wondering at the Prodigies of Animal Magnetism. 
How much has it been talked of, how little under- 
ftood! The Pretenders to Knowledge in this new 
Science, as it is called, exactly refemble the falſe 
Gnostics in the primitive Chriſtian Times. Like 
them, theſe alſo have ſtolen Fire from off the Altar, 
as Nuadab and Abihu did. 

As the Sons of Sceva the Few, who without 
Licenſe from the Holy Spirit, took upon them in a 
ſarreptitious Way, to adjure the Demoniac by the 
Name of Jesus, after the Manner of the Apoſtle 
Paul, as theſe Men, I ſay, though put to Confu- 
ion for their fraudulent Temerity, were yet inſtru- 
mental in procuring, Credence to the Truth : ſo 

will 
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will theſe modern Workers of Signs and Wonders 
prepare the Minds of Mankind rightly to appre- 
hend the Ground of that ineſtimable Privilege 
promiſed to the Children of God: They shall lay 


Hands on the Sick, and they Shall recover. This was 


verified partially, in the primitive Times of the 


'Chriſtian Church ; but in the Days of the glorious 
Millennium, when the Divine Sntcnuinan ſhall 
deſcend to tabernacle with the Sons of Men, it will 
then be completely enjoyed by the privileged 
Saints of God. 

But how little is the Nature of the Millennium 


underſtood ! Though expreſsly foretold, and 
clearly revealed, though all the Workings of Na- 
ture have a Tendency thereto ; yet Mankind appear 
totally dark with Reſpect to the right Apprehen- 
hon of this; and ſo they muſt neceſſarily remain, 


till the Key to the allegorical Phraſe of Scripture 


becomes generally known. 
It is the Glory of God to conceal a Thing ; but the 


Honour of Kings is to search out a Matter. Honour- 


able indeed would it be to this enlightened Nation 
and her Government, to be occupied in ſearching, 
with reverential Awe, into the deep Myſteries of 
God. * | 

As the noble Bereans were highly commended 
for their Docility and Attention, and withal for 
the Scrupuloſity of their Enquiries, whether the 


Things propounded by the Apostles were true; ſo 


ſhould we, as a People, be entitled to great Com- 


mendation, would we but ſet Ourſelves, from a : 


pure Zeal for the Truth, to inſtitute the Means of 
reaſonable Examination, 
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The general Expectancy of conſiderable Chan- 2 
ges and Revolutions in the World, is a Sign that fi 
the Millennium, though ſo little underſtood, is yet — 
near at Hand. ſi 
When the Fullness of Time for the Incarnation m 
of the Meſſiah was come, it is well known there al 
was a great Expectation, even among the Heathen | Vii 

Nations, of the Advent of ſome confiderable Per- | 
ſonage : the true Character of the Meſſiah had been 1 
all along mi ſunderſtood by the eus; nay, during the nie 
Time of his Pilgrimage on Earth, erroneous Con- ar; 
ceptions were formed of him, even by the Apostles thi 
themſelves : juſt ſo, the true Character of the Mil- me 
lennium has been hitherto by Christians, miſunder- we 
ſtood: and the moſt erroneous Ideas concerning the 
it, are prevalent in the preſent Day. The Follow- bla 
ers of Emmanuel Swedenburgh with Reſpect to the prc 
Millennium, bear a ſtriking Compariſon to thoſe 0 
falſe Chriſts who. made their Appearance about is 
the Period of the true Meſſiah's Incarnation. the 
The Knowledge of true Religion, at this Time, Neg 
is at a very low Ebb in the World. Many are the deſ 
Pretenders to Golpel-Sincerity: Lo! Here is | pe 
Chriſt, ſays One, and Lo! ſays Another, He is in 
there. Was there but an Abolition of War, the. nr 
State of Things would. quickly change. Nations 7 
finding themſelves delivered from this grievous \ Wo 
Scourge, would be generally incited to deviſe whi 
Means for the Enlargement of uſeful Knowledge; pla: 
the Conſequence of which would be highly favour- bark 
able to the Cauſe of Christianity. The Bickerings 1 
that have bithrrto ſubüſted among the different unt 


Denominati ons 
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Henominanions of Christians, would quickly ſub- 


ſide. It would be known and acknowledged, that 
however objectionable to the ſhallow Comprehen- 
ſion of Man, the State of Things from the Com- 
me:cement of Time has been, it had been all: 
along regulated by the Direction of a wile Pro- 
vidence. | | 

To blame our Anceſtors, and to arraign their 
Wiſdom and Judgment, for the apparent Inconve- 


niences reſulting from their civil Eſtabliſhments, 


argues in us the groſſeſt I3norance and Pride. It 
they acted up to the Meaſure of their Diſcern- 
ment, and according to the Means they poſſeſſed, 
we ought to revere and to imitate the Example 
they have ſet. Both they, and ourſelves, are. only 
blamable, as far as it concerns the Neglect of Im- 
provement of our reſpective Means. | 
The Characteriſtic of the Men of this Generation, 
is a Contempt of Antiquity, and a Diſregard for 
the Welfare of Poſterity. A narrow Selfiſhneſs 
1s a Diſpoſition deſpicable in an Individual ; how 
deſerving of Reproach then, 1s ſuch a Temper in a 
People. Let us beware, our Anceſtors riſe not up 
in judgment againſt us, for our wanton Derifions, 
our wilful Negligence, Stubbornneſs, and Pride. 
There never was ſince the Beginning of the 


World, a more favourable Opportunity than that 


which the preſent Time affords, of adopting a 
Plan for the total Extinction of War. We miiſt 
be weak indeed, to apprehend that any Plan will 
ſo operate, as to have the immediate Effect of 


univerſally putting a Stop to War: Such an 


ExpeRation 
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: Expectation is abſurd; and betrays great Ignorance 


in the Nature and Courſe of Things. But 
without a Beginning there can be no End. If the 
Chriſtian Rulers of the World would honorably 
combine together, with a becoming Zeal, for the 
general Promotion and lafting Eſtabliſhment of 
Peace; from ſuch a promiſing Beginning, the 


Almighty would undoubtedly give them Cauſe to 


rejoice in the End. 

Shall England by raſhly precipitating herſelf 
into a State of intemperate Hoſtility, ſhall En- 
gland, I ſay, ſully her Glory and tarniſh her 
Renown, by unadviſedly eng ging in War with a 
Set of mad Deſperadoes ? Ought ſhe not rather to 
prefer the Policy of ſeeking the Means of obtaining 
4 Speedy and general Paciſication? Her Tone of 
indignant Diſapprobation of thoſe vile Proceedings 
of the ahominable Faction of France, is truly be- 
coming. But Jet her take heed her Zeal betrays 
her into no Meaſure of haſty Imprudence. What 
is ſhe to gain by War? Tis wiſe to be timely 
prepared for the worſt Events; and to negociate 
for Peace with Arms in our Hands. But let us 
conſider, the State of Affairs are changed. The 
Faction of France, has tended to cure that Nation 
of her egregious Vanity. France 1s deeply hum- 
bled. Her own Sons have done more to bring her 
to a right Recollettion, than all the World could 
have done beſides. Let England embrace the hap- 
py Opportunity, and be foremoſt in adminiſtering 
Comfort to the ſtricken with Grief. How glori- 
guſly has the Spirit of her religious Profeſſion ſhone 

forth 


2 


00 
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forth in her adminiſtering Relief to her very Ene- 
mies in Diſtreſs! Could the French Emigrants 
expect to receive ſuch friendly Relief in their 
grievous Neceſſity, from a People who had expe- 
rienced from their Nation, ſuch rancorous Enmity, 
and flagrant Injuſtice? But herein we demonſtrated 
our Attachment to the bleſſed Precepts of the glo- 
rious Goſpel. Let us proceed in the happy Tem- 
per of this truly Chriſtian Spirit, and aſpire to the 
amiable and worthy Diſtinction of being the Paciſi- 
cators of Mankind. 

To this End, I humbly propoſe, that it be ſo- 
iemnly moved onthe Part of England, and publicly 
proclaimed ; that, Whereas it appears from the ge- 
neral Experience of Ages, that the greateſt Ob- 
ſtacle to the Promotion of the Civilization and 
Happineſs of Mankind, is WAR ; and whereas it 
appears that the partial Treaties which Nations 
have entered into with each other, from Time to 
Time, are altogether inadequate to the Prevention 
of this grievous, long-continued, and much to be 
lamented Evil, in Order as much as may be, to put 
a Stop to the further Ravages of this dreadful 
Plague, this bitter Enemy to the Improvement of 
Mankind, it 1s earneſtly recommended to the Go- 
vernments of thoſe Nations who are friendly to 
Peace ; and who reckon their Glory in providing 
the beſt Means for the Eſtabliſhment of the Happi- 
neſs and Security of their Subjects; to enter into 
mutual Agreement for the expreſs Purpoſe of de- 
viſing Means for the Eſtabliſhment of a Plan of 
General Accommodation; y hereby all the poſſible 

Caſes 


664 


Caſes of Controverſy between Nation and Nation 
may be fairly, amicably, and honorably adjuſted 
without having Recourſe to the ſavage Expedient 
of Hoſtilities. | 

Honourable and happy would it be for England 
to take the Lead in fo glorious an Undertaking: 
and to render it ſucceſsful, the Grounds and 
Motives for attempting to form ſuch an Engage- 
ment of Union at this particular Period of Tine, 


-ouzht to be clearly and explicitly made known. 


It ſhould be openly declared, That Whereas it 
was notorious the People of France had for a long 


Time been ſubjected to an arbitrary and deſpotic 


Form of Government; the ſurrounding Nations 
wiſhing well to the Cauſe of real Liberty, and poſ- 
feſſed of the Idea that it would become triumphant 
in France, from the Conviction that her King was 
2 warm Advocate and zealous Friend thereto; 


intereſling themſelves in her Happineſs and Proſ- 


perity, they had ſtudiouſly avoided interfering. in 
her private Concerns ; hoping the French People 
would avail themſelves of the peaceable Diſpoſition 
of their Neighbours, and happily adopt equitable 


Meaſures for the Enlargement of their internal 
Liberty, Security, and Peace. 


But oblerving with infinite Regret, that a 


 Faition of lawleſs, evilminded, and deſperate De- 
ceivers, Fad gotten the upper Hand; and by wicked 
Arts had weaned the People from a right Senſe of 
their Duty, and inſtigated them to perpetrate the 
dreadfulleſt Crimes; pitying the Miſeries of France, 
and called upon by a Senſe of Equity, to inſiſt on 


a juſt 
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: 1 
a juſt Retribution in Caſes wherein this deluded 


People by their atrocious Leaders had been drawn 
to violate the known and eſtabliſhed Rules of Juſ- 
tice; diſclaiming the Right of diQating to them 
as a Nation, in the Matter of their internal Politics; 


openly acknowledging it to be the indefeaſible 
Right of every People, to alter, amend, and regu- 
late, the ſeveral Inſtitutions of their political Eſta- 
bliſhment, provided a ſacred Regard be paid to 
immutable Juſtice ; ſome of them had taken up 
Arms in Behalf of thoſe unhappy Sufferers, the 
Victims of lawleſs and implacable Vengeance. 
But the Leaders of that beſotted People, aware 
that their ſiniſter Practices would never be able to 
ſtand the Teſt of Truth ; caſting off all Senſe of 
Honor, Shame, and Remorſe; totally abandon- 
ing themſelves to a deſperate Courſe of Sinning: 
having deviſed a diabolical Scheme, tending to 
take the moſt illiberal Advantage of the Weakneſs, 
Ignorance, and Simplicity of Mankind; deluding 
People from their Duty, both to God and the 
Laws of their Country; perverting their Ideas, 
darkening their Minds, and rendering them unfit 
for the Performance of either their public and 
general, or ſocial and private Duties; moved at 
the alarming and deſtructive Tendency of their 
artful; wicked, and nefarious Attempts ; * moreover 
called upon and excited by every Senſe and Tie 
of Duty, to make Head againſt and withſtand the 


wicked Enterprizes of theſe ſeditious Diſturbers and 


ſworn Enemies to the Peace of Mankind; the ſeve- 
ral Nations friendly to Justice, conſidering they 
| * are 


| 
| 
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11 
are peculiarly called upon at the preſent Time, to 
expreſs their Abhorrence of the foul Proceedings of 
the French Faction; and to adopt the moſt effectual 
Meaſures for preventing their reſpective People 
being deluded by their Artiſices; have entered into 
a 5olemn Engagement to ſupport each other in their 
reſpective juſt Rights and Immunities : at the ſame 
Time, openly declaring, that the Ground of their 
General Confederation is in no Reſpe& hoſtile to the 
People of France, or to the Reſt of the Nations of 
Mankind: that with Reſpect to the French Nation 
having long beheld her internal Feuds and miſerable 
Diſtractions, commiſerating her doleful Calamities, 
they ſhall greatly rejoice in finding a Regard for 
Justice ſpring up and predominate within her: but 
conceiving they have no Right, they will not med- 
dle with her internal Concerns: but merely infiſt 
on a Reſtitution of ſuch Places to their lawful 
Governments which. the Fattion have fraudulently 
and forcibly wreſted from the rightful Poſſeſſors. 
What a Bleſſing might be expected from ſuch a 
public Declaration, ſeconded by a General Associa- 
ton of Potentates, for the glorious Purpoſe of 
effecting the Eſtabliſhment of Justice in the Earth þ 
This. would be a ſure and certain Ground-Work 
for real Reformation, 

Let us believe we are loudly called to this. 4 
General Accommodation of Chriſtian Potentates would 
be the happy Forerunner of à General Accommoda» 

Lion of Chriſtian Believers of all Denominations. 
The Providence of God for wiſe and good Rea- 


Tons has ſuffered Diſentions hitherto to ſpring 05 
an 
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67 
and to grow in the Chriſtian Church; chat the 
Chriſtian Religion, like Gold, purified ſeven Times 


in the Furnace, may at length produce its ſuperla- 


tive Excellence. 

It would not be difficult to ſhew his natural 
Cauſes that have occaſioned Differences and Divi- 
ſions to prevail among Chriſtians : nor yet to point 
out the Riſe, Growth, and Continuance of thoſe 
various Corruptions, both in its Doctrine and Diſ- 
cipline, that have tended to ſplit them into divers 
Parties, Sects, and Denominations. 

Many devout and good People, contemplating 


the preſent diſmal Face of Things, may be apt to 
cry out in the Manner of Gideon of old, who view- 


ing the ſad Circumſtances of his Time, exclaimed, 
If the Lord be with us, why then, is all this befallen us? 
And where be all His Miracles which our Fathers told 
Though the Contemplation of the preſent Aſpect 
of the Chriſtian Church, does doubtleſs occaſion 
many a ſorrowful Pang to the devout Mind ; yet 
we muſt be very little verſed m the Methods of 
Providence, to expect that God ſhould work Mira- 
cles in theſe later Times, to vindicate and ſupport 
that Religion which requires Nothing further than 
merely naturat Means, to bring about its moſt 
complete and univerſal Eſtabliſhment. 

Christianity, rightly underſtood, is the univerſal 
Religion of enlightened Nature. But ere it be 
rightly and generally underſtood, that which with- 
holdeth, muſt firſt be removed and taken out of 


the Way. 
12 Particul 
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Particularly to point out and elucidate what that 
is Which withholdeth or retardeth the right Under- 
ſtanding of Christianity, and has operated from Age 
to Age to keep up that Degree of Ignorance in the 
World which impedes the Progreſs of mental En- 
largement and Illumination, we muſt have Recourſe 
to the Sacred Writings : but theſe Writings having 
been through Error, Perverſeneſs, and malicious 
Wickedneſs, decried and vilified, and their Dzvine 
Authority queſtioned and denied ; it becomes incum- 
bent on the Friends of Justice and Truth to ſeek 
the Means of obtaining the cleareſt Certitude in 
this moſt momentous Point. Such a Certitude and 
irreſiſtible Evidence, will be beſt obtained (nay, 1 
had almoſt ſaid, is only obtainable) from the united 
Efforts of two ſuch Societies as have been A 
recommended, 

We are come to a Crifis; and muſt no longer 


halt between two Opinions. Infidelity, with a bare- 


faced Effrontery, avows itſelf, Our Language too 
muſt be open; and our Conduct reſolute. We 
muſt diveſt Ourſelves of narrow Prejudices, and 
throw off entirely, {elfiſh Reſerves. 

England is called, not only to ſpeak the Lan- 
guage of Juſtice and Diſcretion ; but alſo to open 
and ſhew forth to the World, a Conduct anſwer- 
able thereto, 

It was right, according to the Ordination and 
Fore-appointment of Providence, that in the 
Courſe of Things, natural Evils and Inconveni- 
ences ſhould ſubſiſt; and we may rightly gather 
'the Limits of their deſtined Duration, from a due 


Conſideration of admonitory Circumſtances... 
The Din of obſtreperous Noiſe with which the 
World 
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World has been deafened about Revolutions, may 

truly be interpreted to be the Voice of Cod calling 
5 loudly for universal Reformation, 
I If England rightly heeding this powerful Call, 

would ſet herſelf wiſely to profit from the Admo- 

; nition ; ſhe would ſoon be enabled effectually to 
y filence the Clamours of Fa#:on ; and to eſtabliſh 
$ the Intereſt of Righteousness in the Earth. 
: Let England conſider, the Cauſe of thoſe Miſe- 
- ries which have deſolated France, is Irreligion. | 
0 France, againſt her Conviction, out of pure 
1 Enmity to England, her Rival, had adhered to 
{ the Errors of the Romis Church. This narrowed 
her Temper, and cramped her Genius. Naturally 
1 endowed with the Faculty of Seeing, ſhe wilfully 
Y blinded and obſcured her Sight, Owing to this. 

her ſhameful Predilection of Error, the Progreſs of 


r Reformation was immaturely obſtructed ; and ſhe is 
„ now debaſed to that Degree, that ſhe aſſumes to : 
0 herſelf as a diſtinguiſhing Merit, and glories in the 
C infamous Character of being the + deny avowed | 
d Revolter againſt the Truth. | 
But the Truth is intrepid, and fearleſs'of Attacks. 
— It will at Length burſt forth from Obſcurity, and 
n completely vanquiſh with the Brightneſs of its 
r- Riſing the collected Force of all its Opponents. 
The Almighty, indeed, to avenge the Cauſe of 
d his ſlighted Truth, on the Men of this evil Genera- 
ie tion, may permit the Sons of Darkneſs ſeemingly to | 
i- prevail, and to proſper for a While: but he will | 
er in due Seaſon ariſe, and this modern Dagon of In- | 
2 fidelity, ſhall tremble and an before the — 


Truth of Cod. | 
( Thus far prior to the Murder of the French x ing.) | 
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Let England be apprized that the preſent is an 


auſpicious Seaſon for perfecting a pure Reformation 
in the Christian Church: and let her be perſuaded, 
me is ſpecially called by the Will of Providence, 
to be gloriouſſy inſtrumental i in accompliſhing this 


defirable Work. 


O that I had Leiſure, for the Eee of the 
Devout, and the Conviction of the Gaznsayers, to 
bring forth the ſtrong Evidences that may be ad- 
duced, in Confirmation, that the Subſiſtence of 
the Church of Christ, from the Promulgation of 
Christianity, to the preſent Period of Time, has 
been all along perfectly anſwerable to the Divine 
Deſignation, as it has been clearly revealed to the 
Sons of Men: but the united ſalutary Labors of 
zwo ſuch Societies, as have been before earneſtly 
recommended, would abundantly eſtabliſh the 
Demonſtration of this. 

The natural Means of radically reforming the 
public Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, and reducing it to 
the Standard of Goſpel-Purity, will be found 
to be in the adopting ſuch Regulations as may 
ultimately produce, A SIMPLIFICATION OF 


THE MODE OF THE PUBLIC WORSHIP 
OF CHRISTIANS OF ALL DENOMINA- 


TIONS.- 
To this End let England be moved to fet forth to 
the World, the following Exampleof real Liberality. 
Fas est doceri ab hoste : quomodo potius ab amico & 


The Ecclesiastical Convocation has been formally 


and regularly convened, by Royal Mandate, at 
the ſummoning of Parliament, from Time to Time: 
but 


1 
but for a conſiderable Time paſt, the General 
Aſſembly of the Clergy, as to the main Intent of 
their priſtine Convention has in Effect been merely 
nominal. If the Power which Churchmen have 
been found, by ſurreptitious Arts, to aſſume and 
arrogate to themſelves, has been grievouſly irrita- 
ting to the Temper and Underſtanding of Mankind; 
the odious Uſe they have generally put it to, Das 
been much more exceedingly ſo, 

Though to condemn whole Bodies of Men in- 
diſcriminately, for the Vices and Exceſſes of par- 
ticular Individuals, is altogether inequitable; and 
unbecoming in any, except ſuch as the execrable 
JacoBins of FRaNnce ; yet the different Conſtitu- 
tions and Governments of the Christian Churck 
hitherto, have been ſuch, as to occaſion the ſacer- 
dotal Function, inſtead of attaching Veneration 
and Reſpect to its Character, to become the grand 
Object of Deteſtation and Deriſion. 

To charge this to the Malignity of human Na- 
ture, would be a moſt egregious Miſtake. The 
Miniſter of the Goſpel, of whatſoever dignified 
Rank or Degree, who by Reaſon of the corrupt 
Conſtitution of the Government of the Church, 
may be in Capacity of lording it over God's Heri- 
zage, will be in Effect the Miniſter of Satan: and 
he who acting under a vitiated Polity, becomes 
thus a Reproach to his Profeſſion, might be ena- 
bled under a juſt and righteous Syſtem, to attract 
the moſt honorable Regard, from his zealous At- 
tention to the Duties of ſa ſacred and n 


7 Charges. 


It 
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It remains then to cdabier, what Regulations 
may tend to reform the Polity of the Chriſtian 
Church; and to reſtore to its Miniſters a competent 
Capacity for the due Exerciſe of their profeſſional 


Duty. 
Suppoſe the Parliament was to addreſs the Body 


of the Clergy in Convocation to this Effect. 


Seeing it appears that the Exerciſe of juridical 
and coercive Power in Clergymen 1s derogatory 
to the Nature of their ſacred Character; and has 
tended not only to leſſen and invalidate their 


Miniſtry in the Sight of Men, but alſo to counter- 


act the Conviction of Evangelical Truth in the 
human Mind : and whereas it appears that Regu- 


| lations are wanting for the Remedy of Abuſes ; 


and to rectify ſuch Errors as have ariſen and are 


naturally incident in the State and Condition of 


human Things: the PARLIAMENT of GREAT 
BRITAIN, deſirous to teſtify their Zeal for the 
Honor of God, and for the Maintenance of true 
Religion and Virtue; ſtrongly attached to the 
Caule of Justice, and conſidering it to be incompa- 
tible with the Rule of natural Equity to evil intreat 
Individuals of any Claſs or Deſcription, for the 
unavoidable Inconveniences naturally refulting 


from the defeQive Conſtitutions of human Affairs; 


do recommend to the Clergy in Convocation, to deli- 
berate and conſult among themſelves, what may 
be the likely Means of accelerating the Work of 
Reformation, by promoting the Cauſe of true Reli- 


Lion, and reſtoring to the ſacerdotal Character that 


Degree of Veneation which js requiſite to give 
Efficacy 
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Efficacy to the Work of the ſacred Miniſtry } 
alluring them their Repreſentations reſpecting theſe 
Matters will be received with every poſhble Mark 
of Regard and Attention. 

This would be the right Beginning of a more 
effectual Reform tion in the Christian Church, than 
the World hath heretofore witneſſed. 

Hitherto the Work of Reformation has uſually 
begun in Invective, and ended in Blood: but the 
Legislature of a Country, being thus influenced by 
an honeſt Zeal for. the Advancement of the Truth ; 
and ſoliciting the Clergy for their Counſel towards the 
Promotion of ſo glorious a Work; would afford - 
a promiſing Proſpe& of the moſt ſignal and unex- 
ampled Succeſs. 

Should the Parliament be moved to this, and the 
Clergy (being convinced that the preſent Times 
require a thorough and complete, and not a partial 

- Reformation) be excited to deliberate with a becom- 
ing Temper, on the Meaſures fitteſt to be adopted and 
propoſed to the Legislature in Anſwer to the parlia- 
mentary Requiſition ; from a Spirit of Unanimity 
under the preſent Circumſtances of the Times, we 
might happily Preſage, an effeftual and glorious 

2 Reform. | 

Weak Minds have imagined, that to purify the 

8 Profeſſion of Christianity, and to bring about a 

perfect Reformation, we muſt needs return to the 
preciſe Manners of the primitive Times; juſt as 

y thoſe wild Theoriſts have ſuppoſed, that the Per- 

fection of Liberty conſiſts in reducing Mankind 

a to the original Nakedneſs of Nature. Opinions 

K ſo 


deration, that their being relieved from every Kind 
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fo prepoſterous as theſe, we ſhould hardly think 
the Reaſon of Man would permit him for a Mo- 
ment to entertain; nor would it, was not Satan 
permitted, for the Puniſhment of Sin, ſo to darken 
and involve in Perplexity the mental Perception, 
as to render it a notable Work indeed to diſfipate 
the Miſts of Error, and prepare the Way for the 
more clear Manifeſtation and Enlargement of the 
Truth. | | 

Without undertaking at preſent to point out 
and explain the Cauſes which have operated to 
render the public Profeſſion of Christianity what it 
appears to be in the preſent Day; it muſt now 
ſuffice to ſpecify the likely Means of remedying 
exiſting Abuſes: that by removing the Cauſes of 
Offence, a proſperous Opening may preſent, for 
the Eſtabliſhment of Chriftian Purity, Felicity, and 
Peace. . 8 

Willingly to give up and part with Power, by 
whatloever Means ſuch Power may have been 
acquired, it muſt be confeſſed, is a great Exerciſe 
of Self-Denial. That enormous Aſſumption of 
temporal Power which Clergymen have in Times 
paſt, challenged to themſelves, has for a conſider- 
able Time been more and more leſſening by De- 


grees: and the firſt great Step towards reducing the 


Miniſter of the Goſpel to his proper Standard, 
will be in his willingly and totally diveſting himſelf 
of this ill- acquired, and conſequently miſchievous 


Power. | 


If the Clergy, (being impreſſed with the Conſi- 


of 
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of ſecular Buſineſs, would be the Means of doing 
them the moſt ſalutary Service, by enabling them 
effectually to perform the Duties of their ſacred 
Function) were to apply to Parliament to annul 
the Eccleſiaſtical Courts; and to grant them an 
Exemption from all ſuch Ofices and Charges, as 
are found to claſh with the Performance of their 
miniſterial Duty; this would indeed be a great 
Step towards retrieving that Degree of Re ſpect and 
Veneration which ought. always to be attached to 
the ſacerdotal Character. 5 

Thus far then with Reſpect to what are called 
the Spiritual Courts, (being the Relicks of antichriſ- 


tian Inventions;) as alſo, thoſe ſecular Avocations 
which Clergymen have for a long Time been habitu- 


ated to, to the great Reproach and Scandal of their 
Profeſſion. : | 

As to the Hierarchy of the Chureh, or the Con- 
ſtitution of Orders and Degrees, this has for a 
long Seaſon been a Matter of great Controverſy, 
Debate, and Contention. 

That there have been, and are ſtill, many great 
and worthy Characters, among the different De- 
ſcriptions of Diſſenters, would be unjuſt and un- 
charitable to deny. The firſt Leaders among them, for 
the moſt Part, were Men, noted for a Zeal, aceord- 


ing to the Meaſure of their Knowledge, for the Truth. 


Nevertheleſs it would be equally unjuſt to conceal 
that among thoſe who under the Pretext of Seru- 
ples of Conſcience, reſpecting ſome Particulars, 
have diſſented fromithe public Eſtabliſhment of the 
Church, Monſters of Men have been and are ſtill 
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to be found, who make it their Buſineſs, by every 
ſly Device and crafty Stratagem, to fan the Flame 
of Contention, and add Fuel to the Fire of ranco- 
rous Animoſity that ſo furiouſly burns in the Chris- 
tian Church. | | 

Theſe Men, as to the Church, are actuated pre- 
ciſely by the ſme Views and Deſigns, as the 
Levellers are with Reſpect to the State. They both 
are inſtigated by a Spirit of luciferan Pride. 
Sickening at the Idea that there are Degrees beth 
in the Church and in the State, far beyond thei: 
Reach; they revile Royalty, reproach the Nobility. 
deſpiſe the Hierarchy of the Church, and ſpeak Evil 
of rightly conſtituted Dignities. 

But what exaſperates them beyord ail, 1s the 
Union of Church and State. This, the: know full 
well, is the grand Remora that contin ah baulks 
and impedes their Enterprizes. Could they but 
once effect their Purpoſe, to detach the Church 
from the State, the Reſt of their curious Scheine 
would follow of Courie.. We have a ſufhcient 
Sample of this in France. Thoſe political Empirics, 
with abominable Duplicity, began their Career by 
profeſſing the greateſt Veneration for the Supreme 
Being: ſolemnly invoking the God of Justice to 
foſter and ſanction ſome of the vileſt and moſt ine- 
quitable Proceedings that ever blackened the Chas 
racter of Mankind. - 


Orders and Degrees, both in the Church and in 


the State, are agreeable to a rational Conſtitution 


of Things. Their flagrant Abuſes have given a 


colourable Pretext to evil minded Men to clamor 


molt. 


E 


moſt violently for their utter Extinction: and they 
have found it no difficult Work to bring over 
?fultitudes of weak Reaſoners to fide with them 
in ſupporting their vain Arguments. But the 
Abuſe of any Thing that is good, by no Means 
diminiſhes che Value of its right Uſe and Appli- 
cation : nay, by how much the Abuſe of a Thing 
is greatly prejudicial, by ſo much would its right 
Uſe be abundantly advantageous and eſtimable. 
May that prudent Spirit of Moderation for which 
our Anceſtors are juſtly renowned, ſhine forth con- 
ſpicuous 1n us their Poſterity. S 
Though the Circumſtances of Nations do in the 
Courſe of Things ſo widely differ the One from 
the Other, as to render it a Thing impracticable to 
reduce their reſpective Governments to one and 
the ſame Standard, as to Forms, Offices, and ex- 
ternal Diſtinctions; yet ſuch is the Weight that 
England bears in the Scale of Nations, that was 
ſhe to proſecute with a firm and moderate Temper, 
the neceſſary Work of Reformation; the Nations 
would be attracted by her bright Example: and 
while they execrate the abominable Practices of the 
falſe Reformers, would be led to imitate the lauda- 


ble Pattern of the true. 
Previous to the Period when our Anceſtors 


reformed our Church, and purged it from the 
Errors of Romish Superſtition, and for above a 
Century afterwards, our civil Conſtitution not hav- 
ing attained its Growth of Maturity, was but very 
imperfectly underſtood, 
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would be vigorouſly repelled, as an Inſult to the 


the dreadful, and unparallelled Calamities, which 


1 
It is a Point of eſſential Conſequence, to aſcer- 
tain with the utmoſt Preciſion, the moſt exact 


Definitions of Things. What a World of Miſchief 
has enſued, from thoſe vague and indefinite Con- 
ſtructions, which Men, either through Ignorance t 
or Craft have put upon Things ! N 
Bad, as the World is now become, and oi to ſe 
run with Greedineſs into every Extreme of deſpe- D 
rate Wickedneſs, yet ſuch is the Strength of Evi- 
dence in Support of the Truth of Christianity, th 
which has naturally accrued from the Experience of up 
Ages, that its Enemies are conſtrained for the Fur- 0 
therance of their evil Defigns, to attempt the maſ- an 
tering of the Minds of the Weak and Ignorant, by aſh 
perverting the reaſonable Conſtruction of Things; tics 


well knowing their barefaced and direct Oppoſition pet 


Common Senſe of Mankind. 
It might be reaſonably expected, that the ſad, 


thoſe abroad have unhappily brought upon them- 
ſelves, by liſtening too implicitly to the deceitful 
Doctrine of their falſe and treacherous Guides, 
would operate as a powerful Warning to us: and 
be a ſtrong Incentive to incline us more than ever 
to direct our Conduct by the pure Principles of 
that Truth which they have forſaken. But alas! 
While we accuſe them, we ourſelves are liable to 
Condemnation! How long will it be, ere we open 
our Eyes rightly to diſcern the great Things which 
God has 'done for us? Or, diſcerning, ſhall we 
abuſe our Advantages by having Recourſe to that 
ſavage 
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( 93 
ſavage Mode of Diſputation, hoſtile Animolity, 
when ſo fair an Opening preſents, for rationally 
confuting the vain Sophiſtry of falſe Reaſoning ; 
and exhibiting to the World the glorious Excel- 
lence of Christian Truth 2 

The French People, tis true, have rendered 
themſelves ſufficiently odious in the Sight of all 
Nations. But we ought to recolle& that we our- 
ſelves have heretofore been in a Situation in ſome 
Degree ſimilar. 

It is wrong Policy, and great [njuſtice, to charge 
that to the Nation which is merely the Work of an 
upſtart Faction. Let us confider our former Eſtate. 
When the genuine Spirit of our Nation was curbed 
and kept down by a deviliſh Faction, who had 


allumed a Conlequence in the Progreſs of our poli- 


tical Diſpute ; their villainous Enormities they-per- 
petrated as national Acts. We ought in Charity 
to ſuppoſe, that the infamous Acts of the French 
Demagogues are as much execrated by the Nation 
in General, as the abominable Proceedings of the 
Cromwell:ian Junto were by us. 

And if ſo, with what Face can we pretend to be 
Vindicators of the Divine Truth, when the Trait 
of our preſent public Conduct is ſo diametrically 
oppaſite to its Dictates? Do we exult over a fal- 
len and degraded Enemy? And are we eager to 
take Advantage of thoſe ſore and diſmal Calami- 
ties. which have befallen her as a Viſitation of Ven- 
geance from the Almighty ? Do we act up to the 
Spirit of our Conſtitution, which is founded on 
the Baſis of true Religion: or ſhall we, * 


680) 
boaſt of its Excellence, deſtroy its Effect? Shall 
we publicly avow our Purpoſe of waging offenfive 
War, becauſe we apprehend we may ſafely do it 
againſt an exhauſted Foe? Suppoſe we could exter- 
minate the French People; are we ſure we ſhould 
by that Means deſtroy the Spirit whereby they are 


influenced ? Let us rather in the true Spirit of our 


Conſtitution; ſeek the Means of bringing- them to 
a right Recollection; by making a juſt Diſcrimi- 
nation between the Faction and the Nation. In our 
public Declarations reſpecting them, we have 
hitherto failed in this. But let us be mindful of 
our Duty ; and do- by them as under the like 
Circumſtagces, We ſhould be willing they would 
do by us. | ar 

As Matters at preſent ſtand, it is expedient to 
act vigorouſly on the defenſive. But we are not 
warranted, under any Circumſtances, to engage in 
offenſive War. Our liberal Conſtitution breathes 
a Spirit perfectly pacific. Unleſs we determine 
with the moſt ſcrupulous Exattnefs to regulate 


our Conduct thereby, in the preſent Condition of 


Things we ſhall greatly diſſerve the Cauſe we pro- 
fels to eſpouſe. 

But ſay we, the French are a Race of Monſters. 
For their ſhocking Enormities the Nations ſhould 
_ unite as in a Common Caule againſt them, and 
blot out their hated Name from under Heaven. 

'F rue, we have ſeen the diſmal. Spectacle of a 
People caſting off their Dependance on God; and 
being conſequently given up to the Darkneſs of 
their evil Minds. We have ſeen the miſerable 
| 8 25 Effects 


1 


Effects of Open Profaneneſs and wanton Impiety. 
We have ſeen the ſolemn Mockery of a Nation 
invoking the God of Justice to proſper the moſt 
outrageous and abominable Acts of Public Iniquity; 
and we have witneſſed the terrible Diſplay of 
Divine Vengeance which thoſe deſperate Sinners 
have juſtly incurred and brought down upon 
themſelves. But if we preſume from hence that 
we are warranted to proceed farther againſt them 
than merely to defend ourſelves, againſt their Fury, 
we have made no further Proficiency in the 
Practice of Christianity than the Gentile Nations. 
Let us embrace the earlieſt Opportunity to make 
a publie Avowal of our ſettled Determination of 
adhering to that true Conſtitutional Principle of 
entirely abſtaining from offenſive War. Let us 
openly declare to all the World, that we are no 
farther a Party in the preſent War, than to oblige 
the French to render Satisfaction for their public 
Aggreſſions, and to confine themſelves within the 
Limits of their proper Bounds. But let us not 
ſtop here. Let us in the true Spirit of Chriſtian 
Benevolence, repreſent to the French Nation what 


deplorable Miſeries they muſt neceſſarily entail 


upon themſelves and their wretched Poſterity, 
unleſs they revert among themſelves to the Princi- 
ple of natural Justice; by replacing their ſeveral 
legitimate public FunQionaries, recalling the 


Exiles, grafiting Pardon and general Amneſty for 


paſt Diſorders, and as much as may be alleviating 


the Diſtreſles of every Claſs of Sufferers, 
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So ſhall we manifeſt to the World, that Juſtice 
and Beneficence equally flow forth, and emanate 
from our matchleſs Conſtitution. 

Let us moreover, as a Nation zealous in promo- 
ting the Intereſt of Righteouſneſs in the Earth, 
embrace the earlieſt Opportunity of making public 
Declaration reſpecting thoſe great fundamental 
Truths, concerning which, in the preſent State of 
diſtempered Thoughts and Opinions, Mankind 
need the cleareſt and moſt explicit Information. 

To afhrm, * The Nation is essentially the Source 
of all Sovereignty,” is altogether atheiſtical. 

Had the French, when they agreed to accept this, 
as the Baſis, whereon to ground their new Order 

of Things; had the French, I ſay, but ſlightly 
reflected that by their Acceptance of this as a fun- 
damental Poſition, they would virtually renounce: 
every Idea of any Deity, except the combined Pow- 
er of the People; bad, as they then were, and 
inclined to run to the utmoſt Length in extreme 
Wickedneſs, yet on Reflection, their Minds muſt 
Dave revolted againſt the ſhocking and prepoſterous 
Idea of renouncing the God of their Forefathers, 
and ſetting up the Idol of Power without Right, by 
deifying the collected Force of the Multitude. 

But they were unwilling to let the Truth pene- 
trate their Minds. Willingly giving themlelves up 
to the Guidance of Error, they have terribly wit- 
neſſed its Fallacy and Deception ! 

Accuſtomed as both they and many among cur- 
felves have been, to hear and to repeat thoſe un- 
Founded Expreſſions, Ine Majesty of the People, 
| Ie 
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Tue Sovereignty of the People; being ſtrongly 


inclined to a factious Reſiſtance againſt lawful Au- 

thority, they ſuffered themſelves, as alſo thoſe 

inclined to Faction with us have done, to be eaſily 

deceived into the Belief and Opinion that Omnipo- 
tence was the Property of the Prople's Will. 4 
| © Whatever a whole Nation chooses to do, it has ; 
; a Right to do, was one of the palpable Falſhoods 
advanced by that Archiſophiſta, Paine ; and even 
Some of the Members of the British Parliament 
have not been aſhamed to adopt his impious Doc- 


trine. 

But pray conſider for a Moment, who are the 
8 Perſons of whom a whole Nation is compoled ? - Is 
| there an Individual on the Face of the Earth, of all 
: the Sons and Daughters of Adam, who 1s exempted 
. from the common Depravity of Nature; and who 
ty is not from the Moment of his Exiſtence, prone to 
4 Obliquity and ſubject to Sin ? | | 
2 Before we aſcribe Majesty, Sovereignty, and 
ſt Omnipotence to the People, we muſt clearly make 
. it evident, that perfect Equity is alſo the inherent 
L and immutable Property of the People's Will. 
y The juſt and true God, Jehovah, is indeed perfect- 

ly righteous in all His Ways, and holy in all His 
1 Works; and therefore He neceſſarily muſt be, and 
p He truly is, omnipotent: but the extreme Folly and 
. Madneſs of aſcribing to a Nation the Attribute of the 

Deity, is ſtrongly depicted in the recent Tranſactions 
*Y of the People of France. If we conſider their blaſ- 
. phemous Taunts, and call to Remembrance the 


e, np Boaſlings of the Arrogant, we ſhall be led 
he | L2 juſtly 
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juſtly to exclaim, The Ungodly are entrapped in 
the Work of their own Hands! How are their 
Purpoſes ſuddenly broken off, and their Counſels 
defeated ! If indeed they have counſelled the Coun- 
fel of the Nation, and promulgated the National 
Decrees, and if the Nation be in Truth, omnipo- 
tent, how comes it to paſs that an Obſtacle hath 
thwarted the national Deſigns ? The Lord Fehovah, 
the righteous God whom they have deſpiſed, hath 
looked down from Heaven, and beheld their Works. 
The Lord hath obſerved their impicus Deeds; and 
hath juſtly cauſed them to become a Hiſſing and 
Reproach among all the Nations that are round 
about them. . 

To affirm then, that the Nation is effentially the 
Scource of all Sovereignty, is to deny the true and 
living God, and to put the Nation in the Place of 
God: moreover, to ſay, that whatever a whole 
Nation chooſes to do, it has a Right to do, is im- 
pious and abſurd ; becauſe it is aſcribing to a Na- 
tion the peculiar Property of the Deity. Of the 


true God alone it is rightly ſaid, © Whatfoever tha 


Lord pleaſeth, that doeth He, in Heaven above, 
and in the Earth beneath, and among the Children 
of Men. But ſo far from a Nation having a Right 
to do whatever it chooſes to do, that Right belongs 
not even to the whole Aſſemblage of all created 
Beings throughout the wide Extent of the Univerſe. 
The Leaders of that deluded People have cauſed 


them to err, and Multitudes of thoſe who have 
been led by them are already deſtroyed. 


Many very conſiderable as greatly needed 
Reformatios 


— * 


* 
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Terms. 


* 


Reformation in France. But her pretended Refor- 
mers ſettin;; out with the determined Purpoſe to 
make the Work of Reformation a gainful Trade to 
themſelves; in the Proſecution of ſuch their Deſign, 
found themfelves conſtrained (in order to ſcreen 
their ſelfiſh Purpoſe from public Detection) to adopt 
a Syſtem (if it may be called a Syſtem) of illufive 


Terms. Thus, for Example ; The Term Revolution, 


hath been heretofore given to political Reforma- 
tion; wherein ſome remarkable Change reſpecting 
the FurCtionaries of the Government hath been 
brought about: as th t political Reformation in 
the Engliſh Government in the Year 1688 is called 
the English Revolution; and which having been 
effected on juſt Grounds, and in an equitable Man- 
ner, has proved ſo proſperous a Revolution, that 
it has attached no {mall Degree of Eſtimation to 
the very Term itſelf ; theſe Men therefore availing 


.themſelves of the favorable Acceptation of that. 


Term, (though aware that heir Meaſures proceed- 
ed from a quite oppoſite Principle) had the knaviſni 
Subtiltv to denominate, 2 total Subverſion, and a 
partial Change, by one and the ſame Appellation. 

Had the Multitude of their Followers but duly: 


conſidered, that whenever A TOTAL OVERTUR- 


NING in either the civil, or the natural World, is. 
brought about; an immediate and general Puniſh- 
ment to the utmoſt Extent of ſuch Subverſion, is 
not only intended, but is ever found to take the 
fulleſt Effect: they might eaſily have ſeen through 
the plauſible Device of adopting a Sameneſs of. 


The 
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The modern French Acceptation then of the Term 
Bevolution, is, A total Subversion, that is, a turn« 
ing of Things entirely topſy-turvy : which is a 
Thing as much to be dreaded as the Devaſtations of 
a terrible Hurricane, ora devouring Earthquake. 

But if the French Demagogues have had the Ad- 
dreſs to make their deluded Followers ſuppoſe that 
the Work they have effected of overturning the an- 
cient Government of France, is of a fimilar Nature, 


and withal equally as juſtifiable and meritorious, 


as that Revolution which in England is ſo juſtly cele- 
brated and extolled ; they have no leſs ſucceeded 
in the Meaning they have given to the Term, 


Despot. . 


Despot, properly ſignifies, a Ruler, who go- 
verns, not by eſtabliſhed Laws made by Others, 


and independant of his Will; but who makes his 


own particular Will the ſole Meaſure and Rule of 


bis Authority. 


According to this Definition, it would be hard 
to find a Deſpot in Christendom. Tis true, the lat- 
ter Kings of France have aſſumed a Sort of deſpotic 
Sway over their Subjects. But if an eminent Ex- 
ample be wanting, to ſhew the World what real 
Deſpotiſm is, the preſent Deſpots in France will 
afford an Example far beyond all Parallel. 

With the moſt ſhameleſs Impudence, they have 
repreſented the ſeveral exiſting Governments, which 
have been long ſanctioned and eſtabliſhed by the 
General Conſent of their reſpective People, as fo 
many Seats of Deſpotiſm : and have taught their 


miſerable Devotees to conſider it a Work of tran- 
ſcendant 
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ſcendant Merit, even to force the Nations (if they 
ſhould be found ta be diſinclined) to throw off what 
they term, their old tyrannical Yokes,* and to 
embrace the Proffer of French Confraternity ; by 
adopting a Conſtitution on the curious Plan of 
Gallic Liberty and Equality. 

But who can refrain from the moſt pointed Indig- 
nation at ſuch heretofore unheard of tyrannical 
Proceedings? And yet our Indignation can ſcarce 
keep Pace with the ſtrong Rigicale which their pu- 
erile Condutt excites. 

Happy for us! We have under Providence a 
ſtrong Bulwark of Defence, againſt every Speries 
of hoſtile Attack. 

When we reflect on the defective regal Govern- 
ment of France, and conſider how much her late pa- 
triotic King needed ſuch falutary Checks as our ex- 
cellent Conſtitution affords, to ſupport him in his 
wellmeant Endeavors for his People's Good ; we 
cannot but be ſenſibly affected; and expreſs our 
thankful Acknowledgments to the Great Author 
and Giver of every good and perfect Gift: for, 
under Heaven, we eminently owe to our admirable 
Conſtitution, that we are not overwhelmed and 
ruined through the Fanaticiſm of the Times, 

To perpetuate this great Bleſſing to ourſelves and 
our Poſterity, we muſt be careful to have a right 
Apprehenfion of thoſe Truths on which it bottoms : | 
and moreover, we maſt be diligent judiciouſly to 
apply thoſe Truths to the Exigences of the preſent 
Time; that they may become ſerviceable in fixing 


the 
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the wavering Opinions of Mankind; and directing 
the public Exertions to their proper End. 


RNeſpecting the Engliſh Government, from the oy 
Period of its Commencement, the whole Time = 
antecedent to the Revolution in 1688 ought to be Th 
conſidered the Seaſon of its Minority. 

The Billof Rights obtained at this Time, in Behalf 5 
of the People, was not extorted by Faction; but 4 1 
was dutifully requeſted by the Subject, and as Peo, 
liberally granted by the Sovereign. of p 
The great Benefit gained by this Bill, was the 08 
obtaining a public and legal Inſtrument, declara- hk 
tory of thoſe Rights, to which the Subject had 2 B 
natural Claim. \ Ba 
The Want of ſuch a public Infiryment had been the 


ſeverely felt both by Prince and People : regal as 

| | Dock: head 
well as popular Incroachments, occaſioning great = 
and diſmal Calamities, having begun in the firſt 


Inſtance, leſs from an ill Intention in either of the cory 
Parties, than from the Lack of a Standard-Rule or One 
Directory, in ſuch Caſes wherein an explicit Der- Liber 
nier-Reſort appeared to be abſolutely requiſite. viceal 

The ſuperior State of Liberty in this Country 10 40 
hath ſpecially ariſen from the vigorous and deter- yet t] 


mined Efforts of our Anceſtors, to ſettle ſuch an 
Eſtabliſhment of the Christian Religion as ſbould Fry 


reareſt approximate to the Scripture-Rule. Hence, publi 
the ſcriptural Documents reſpecting the Nature of A 

civil Government, have been more paticularly and 11 
received among us: and not only taken as our reli- quires 
gious Creed, but made the eſtabliſhed Law of the duite 
Land, bring 
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Our Chief Magiſtrate, is legally entitled, Our 
Sovereign Lord the King; He is the Miniſter of God; 
and we eſteem and honour him as ſuch. The 
Majeſty we aſcribe to him, is in Reference to 
the Divine Majeſty which he reprefents ; and 
not in any Reſpect to the prefumed Majeſty of the 
People over whom he is ſet. 

That ſenſeleſs Expreſſion, The Majesty of the 
People, was in the firſt Inſtance, the mere Effuſion 
of political Enthuſiaſm : but being nicely ſuitable 
to the Purpoſes of Faction, the Reſtive and Factious 
have adopted it as their diſtinguiſhing Motto. 

But happy for us! our Conſtitution has provided 
a Barrier as well againſt liable Encroachments on 
the Part of the Prince, as factious Riſings and 
headſtrong Oppoſitions of the People. 

Though true Christianity and true Liberty are per- 
fectly congenial, and cannot poſſibly ſubſiſt the 
One without the Other; the true Definition of 
Liberty being, a perfect Freedom to do whatever is ser- 
viceable to one's. Self and others, and an utter Disability 
to do any Thing disserviceable to one's Self or Others ; 
yet the mere Knowledge of this Truth, however 
advantageous that may be to an Individual, will 
ever be found to be quite inſufficient to procure it 
public and general Acceptation. 

A Syſtem naturally mimical to thoſe corrupt 
and inordinate Affections we carry about us, re- 
quires Something independent of ourſelves, and 
quite diſtin& from our natural Inclinations, to 
bring to paſs its public and general Eftabliſkment. 
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As Sin occaſioned the Loſs of the terreftrial the 
Paradiſe, and cauſed this World to become a how- ear 
MN ling Wilderneſs ; ſo will Christianity renew the Face iat 
; f of Nature; and ultimately change thoſe Deformi- Go 
& ties occaſioned by Sin into exquiſite Beauties. s 
F Hitherto Christianity has had but a very partial chy 
1 Eſtabliſhment in the World: conſequently, but a Alc 
3 comparatively ſmall Effect of its beneficent Influ- of 
'Y ence hath as yet been ſeen. rea 
2 From the Hiſtory of Nations we may learn the the 
= State of the public Eſtabliſhment of Christianity: chy 
3 and by ſearching the Scriptures may obſerve how I. 
. little of Goſpel- Purity it has hitherto attained, hay 
2 If the ancient Government of thoſe Nations that 8 
1 are now become Chriſtian, has been modified 28 
7 anſwerable to the Acceptation in which the reſpec- es 
3 tive Nations profeſs to embrace and avow their n 
5 Chriſtian Faith; the Engliſh Government hath C 
8 been eſpecially ſo. abol 
E: When Christianity became the eſtabliſhed Reli- kao. 
A gion of the Roman Empire, if the Minds of Men conſ, 
8 had before been inclined to a republican or demo- am 
2 cratical Form of Government, they now found on have 
S embracing CAristianity, that a Monarchy or Govern- made 
1 | ment inveſted in the Hands of one Perſon, from the © 
2 | whom, as from the Fountain-head, Power, Juſtice, 0 th 
E | and Honor, were to flow, was the moſt anſwer- EY 

6 | | able to the Chriſtian Ideas of the celeſtial Hierar- 

ij chy : conſequently, foregoing: their former Incli- 

4 | nation for a republican Government, they readily 

1 | as from the Dictates of Duty, gave into the war- 

Y rantable Acceptation of a monarchial Rule: ſo 

E that 


691 }, 
that we ſind no Endeavors were made iin the 


early Ages after the general Eſtabliſhment of Chris- 
- tianity, to introduce again the democratical Kind of 


Government, 

The Papal Uſurpation of an eccleſiaſtical Hierar- 
chy, claiming Sovereignty over all, which gained 
Aſcendency from the Weakneſs and Wickedneſs 
of the temporal Rulers of thoſe Times, was the 
readier ſubmitted to by the People in General, from 
the like predominant Ideas of the celeſtial Hierar- 
chy.- , . 
In the latter Ages, it is obſervable, where Nations 
have been evidently rightly directed, and by Expe- 


rience have been proved to have obtained the Sanc- 
tion of Heaven, in their Oppoſition to and Renun- 


ciation of the Romiſh Errors, they have not enter- 
tained the leaſt Idea of changing their monarchical 
Government : neither yet have they thought of 
aboliſhing the Hierarchy of the Church: well 
knowing that Orders and Degrees are perfectly 
conſonant to the right Acceptation of pure Chris- 
tianity : but where ever it appears that Diſſentions 


have ariſen, and a factious Reſiſtance has been 


made to the temporal Management of Government, 
the Oppoſers have uniformly decried the Hierarchy 
of the Church as well as the MY of kingly 
Government. 

From the above Conſiderations it may be chidedp 


adduced, that though the growing Errors of Go- 


vernment, civil and ecclefiaſtical, do call for and 
ought to undergo neceſſary Reformation ; the over- 
turning kingly Government itſelf, or aboliſhing 
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the Hierarchy of the Church, proceeds from » 
Principle hoſtile to Christianity. | 
Reformation then, it appears on all Hands, is 
wanting and muſt be had. If Providence permits 
Revolutions, according to. the French Acceptation 
of the Term, that is, Convuls:ons, to take Place; 
Puniſhment for the Neglect and Delay of neceſ- 
fary Feformation, is moſt aſſuredly ever meant. 
*Tis true, we are not anſwerable, as Men, for 
the Non-Performance of Duties of which we have 


naturally no Knowledge; and concerning which, 


we have not had the neceſſary Means of Informa- 
tion: but if, when we may or do know, we wil- 
lingly neglect ; the Sin will moſt certainly. lie at 
our Door. 

When the Devil rebukes Sin, tis Time the 
Sinner bethinks himſelf, and forſakes it. The 
Devil is buſily occupied in that Work in the pre- 


| Tent Day. He has been for a long Seaſon, the 


Seducer, he is at preſent eminently the Accuſer of 


Mankind. 


Abroad, he is vehemently accuſing Mankind of 


thoſe groſs, ſuperſtitious Errors, which by Reaſon 
of his Wiles, they have been for many Ages 
deceived into : at home, the Non-compliance with 
his deviliſh- Schemes of falſe Refinement becomes 
the Matter of bold Accuſation; and by Means 
of his Agents in all Parts, he is buſily fomenting 
Miſchiefs, and ſpreading Diſcord and Confuſion 
throughout the Earth. | 

It hath been reproachfully urged, that our Con- 


: Ritution affords juſt Liberty enough to enſlave 


Ourſelves 


= * 
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Ourſelves more effectually than the moſt abſolutely 
deſpotic Government could do, But this 1s the 
ſlanderous Reproach of a Knave, who ſought to 
effect the Purpoſe of his Slyneſs, by bringing us to 


undervalue and diſeſteem the moſt ineſtimable 


Bleſſing enjoyed by any People on the Face of the 
Earth. 

We are to obſerve that in Order to invalidate 
this contumelious Aſſertion, to prove undeniably 
the matchleſs Excellence of our Constitution, and 


perfectly to realize its deſirable Effects, it will be 


abſolutely requiſite to complete the eccleſiaſtical 


Part of our Polity : and to eſtabliſh our religious 
Liberty, and the Discipline of the Church, upon as 
ſolid and publicly ratified a Baſis, as that which 
ſupports and ſecures our civil Rights and Immuni- 
ties. | | 

I am not going in this Place to deſcant on the 
comparative Excellence of the preſent reformed 
CHURCH OF ENGLAND, nor to treat of the 
Means whereby our Church Reformation was firſt 
begun; neither am I going to cavil with the ſeve- 
ral Sccts who have thought proper to diſſent from 
the preſent national Eftabliſhment ; but ſince the 
Multiplicity of religious Diſſentions and Contro- 
verſies do prove that Unity hath not as yet obtained 
in the public Church of Christ, T will now pro- 
ceed to point out the Means whereby that blessed 
Unity, ſo devoutly to be wiſhed for, may be happily 
obtained; and Christianity, being well underſtood, 
may become the Healing of the Nations, and the 
Joy of the whole Earth. © gy 
Ct Notwithſtanding 
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69). 
Notwithſtanding that Spirit of Moderation which 


fo-eminently characterized the Engliſh Reformers 
in their Oppoſition to the flagrant Errors of the 
Church of Rome, might have been expected to have 
Had ſuch Influence on the Minds of Protestants, as 
to have led them in the Spirit of Meeknefs, calmly 
to have compoſed their particular Differences, and 
ſpecially to have agreed One with the Other in 


promoting Christian Peace; and though the Engiish 


re formed Church which breathes a genuine Spirit of 
Toleration, and whole Doctrine will bear the Teſt 
of ſcriptural Enquiry, has flouriſhed (bating ſome 
few caſual Checks) for ſo many Years ; yet the 
religious Differences and Diſſentions among Chris- 


tans, have not at all decreaſed : but Strifes and 
Animoſities, to the Scandal of Christian Professors, 


are found exceedingly to dem A dn the 
Chriſtian World. 

Under the preſent defective Eſtabliſhment of the 
Christian Church, it muſt and ever will be ſo. 
Christianity will continue to be little underſtood, 
and the Christian Ministers 
will continue to find themſelves diſqualified to 
procure that ſuitable Reſpect which ought ever to 
be paid to them and to their Miniſtry. 

If the Clergy, ſtill moved with a rightly directed 
and lively Zeal to advance the ſalutary Work of a 


rational Reformation, were to make a voluntary 


Proffer to reſign to the Diſpoſal of Parliament, the 
whole Patrimony of the Church ; conditionally 
however, that no Part of the eccleſiaſtical Revenues, 
of which the Clergy, as Repreſentatives of the Church, 
Would 
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well meant and united Endeavors. 
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mould thus for the Sake of obtaining a thorougft 
Church-Reform, voluntarily diſſeize themſelves of, 
be appropriated to any merely ſecular Uſe: and if, 
being mindful how imperfect the Constitution ct the 
Church, as to the Appointment of public Officers 
had been left at the Time of the General Separation 
from Popery ; that many Relicks of papal Superſti- 
tion, which have occaſioned great Schiſms and 
Diviſions among Protestants, ſtill remained; yet 
defirous to abide by the reaſonable Rule of main- 
taining Orders and Degrees in the Church, which 
is not only warrantable from Scripture, but per- 
fectly congenial to the Nature of our civil Constitu- 
tion; they were to recommend to Parliament, to 
aboliſh entirely all Archbiſhoprics, Biſhoprics, 
Deaneries with their Chapters, Archdeaconries. 
Prebendaries, Vicarages, Rectories, and other 
clerical Incumbences; and that the eccleſiaſtical 
Officers in Time to come, do conſiſt of a Metropo- 
litan or Chief Biſhop, to bear the Title of Primate 
of the Church of England, and under him, twelve 
Biſhops, and as many Prieſts as there are Pariſhes. 
throughout the Realm; and the Parliament ſecond- 
ing the Views of the Convocation, and determining 
to ſet an Example to the World of national Justice 
and Liberality, would proceed maturely to weigh 
and conſider the Premiſes, and of themſelves en- 
gage to indemnify to the full all Perſons who in 
the Proſecution of this moſt glorious Undertaking, 
may become pecuniary Sufferers ; the Bleſſing of 
the Almighty would certainly attend ſuch their 
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The Parliament would well remember that the 


civil Constitution not having been ſettled on a firm 
Baſis, when the CHURCH OF ENGLAND for- 
ſook the Errors of Popery, many Parts of the Church 
Establishment, at that Time; and ſince, muſt 0 
neceſſarily have been left in an unſettled State. = 
The King, in his own Perfon, at the Time of 27 
the Reforniation, exerciſed the Power derived from P . 
the Title of Supreme Head of the Church ; and ap- * 
of 
pointed his Vicegerent. But the right Direction Nt 
and Exerciſe of ſuch Power, being now better 2 
underſtood, the former Inconveniences would of * 
Courſe be remedied. 3 hi 
Our Con:titution, as it now ſtands, acknowledges 2 
no Ack of the King, as valid, which is not war. RE. 
ranted by parliamentary Sanction. The ROYAL jud 
PR EROGATIVE muſt ever be underſtood to be 1 
the Exerciſe of ſuch Power as is inveſted in the King, Pro, 
by Authority of Parliament; for our King is none | 
Other than a parliamentary or conſtitutional King : a 
hence the villainous Artifice of the French Conven- of tl 
tioniſts in pretending to make War with the King appe 
of England, as diſtinct from the N ation, is evi- Hon 
dently ſeen. gion, 
We then, as Christians, acknowledging that the Man] 
State or Government of every Community, being vokir 
truly the Appointment of God, is entitled to the to ſet 
Supreme Direction of the Affairs of the Church; and impli 
that the Parliament, to wit, the King, Lords, and poſed 
Commons, in Parliament assembled, being the legiti- by al 
mate and acknowledged Estate of the Government of receiv 
thele Realms, is — the Supreme Moderator : 
ang 
| 


| (97) 
and Director of the Affairs of the Chureh of England ; 
will readily acquieſce in the parliamentary Re- 
ſolves. 

The Patrimony of the Church being chus 5 
to the Diſpoſal of Parliament; and the Parliament 
rightly conſidering the Expediency of purchaſing 
into their own Hands all Advowſons and Impro- 
priations, as well as ſettling the perpetual Modus 
of Tythes, and aſcertaining the abſolute Revenue 
of the Church; and further adviſing with the Clergy 
touching the new Arrangement and Ordination of 
their Body; and the Clergy acting up to the Dig- 
nity of their Profeſſion, and approving their Wor- 
thineſs by the exalted Integrity of their Proceed- 
ings; dutifully repreſenting to Parliament, how 
much the Succeſs of their Meafures will depend on 
judicioufly offering to the Underſtanding of the 


People right Notices of the Nature of their Christian 


Profession and Duty ; and the Parliament exhorting 


the Convocation courageouſly to proceed; and fur- 


ther aſſuring them of the Earneſtneſs and Sincerity 
of their Purpoſe, duly fo heed ſuch Advice as may 
appear to have an evident Tendency to promote the 
Honor of God by ſupporting the Cauſe of true Reli- 
gion, and advancing the Welfare and Happineſs of 
Mankind : the Clergy, I ſay, thus animated; and in- 
voking the Aidance of ſupernal Grace, DET IH | 
to ſet forth the great Propriety of withdrawing that 
implicit Confidence | which has for Ages, been re- 
poſed in Inventions, merely human; and having 
by aliberal and public Enquiry into the Grounds of 
receiving the ſacred - Writings as the Revelation of 

| N 5 Cod 
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God, eſtabliſhed beyond all ContradiQion, their 
Divine Authority ; pointing out how abſolutely 
neceſſary it is for the Furtherance of the Knowledge 
of true Christianity, to make the Scriptures, the 
ſole Rule or Directory of public, as well as private 
Worſhip : and that though the State or Government 
has for Ages aſſumed the Power of regulating the 
Modes and Forms of public Worſhip, and public 


Ceremonies, and has enjoined public religious g 
Ordinances; and though till the Fulness of Time 5 
for the clear Apprehenſion and general Acceptation n 
of pure Christianity, the Providence of God has 9 
permitted it ſo to be; yet in the Reaſon of Things, wy 
carnal Ordinances are altogether inadequate to D 
regulate ſpiritual Concerns : the Clergy thus pro- M 
ceeding to repreſent to Parliament, that to do away Pe 
the contentious Diſputations among Christians, To 
touching theological Points, and to remove every ford 
Thing that may obſtru& the free, pure, and united apy 
Adoration of all Denominations of Christians, it will 1 
be meet for the State or national Government freely Day 
fo go back to its proper and natural Ordination ; 1105 
viz. That of. the civil Protector of the achnouledged for | 
Rights of the Community, as well collectively as individually: Ado 
that a Freedom of Thought is the Chief of thoſe 40 


Rights: and that it is ſpecially incumbent on the 

State or Government to adopt ſuch Meaſures as may 

beſt ſecure this intellectual Freedom, whole and 
entire; and withal, prevent to the Utmoſt, the 

Members of the Community from the Commiſſion 

ef Acts detrimental to the General Weal, 


The 
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The Parliament being happily led into theſe 
Views; and rightly confidering that the only certain 
Means of quieting for ever the Differences, quel- 
ling the Animoſities, and entirely, removing the 
Schiſms in the Christian Church, will be in aſcer- 
taining by free and public Enquiry, The sure Truth 
of Revelation ; and having ſo done, proceeding to 
regulate the Mode of public Worſhip by the pre- 
ciſe Rule of Christ himſelf; will be ready to give 
their full Conſent, and expreſs their perfect Ace” 
quieſcence herein. 

If the Parliament, being by the Clergy adviſed 
thereto, for the Purpoſe of preventing Schiſms and 
Diviſions among Christians, were to adopt ſuch 
Meaſures as theſe, for the Regulation and better 
Performance of public religious Duties : namely, 
To grant a legal Exoneration as to the public Ob- 
lervance of all Feſtivals and Solemnities hitherto 
appointed to be celebrated in the Church of Eng- 
land, with this ſingle Exception, that the firſt 
Day of the Week commonly called Sunday, but 
more properly the Lord's Day, be alone ſet apart 
for public Worſhip; and that the Form of public 
Adoration on this Day, be not only · anſwerable 
to the exact Preſcript of Christ himſelf, but 
that it be confined to the preciſe Words of our 
Saviour, from which no Christian can poſſibly diſ- 
ſent: that ſeeing Christianity is now become the 
eſtabliſned Religion of divers Countries, and has 
taken deep Raot in the World, public Preaching, 
under the preſent Circumſtances of the Church, 
cannot be of fo much Avail and Importance as 
frivate Teaching j nay, on mature Conſideration. 
9 N 2 it 
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it muſt appear evident, that private Teaching, either 
by Writing or otherwiſe, is the only proper Me- 
thod in the preſent State of the Church, of diſci- 


plining the Unlearned ; that all public Preaching be 


therefore. henceforth entirely aboliſhed ; and that 
the Clergy, being enjoined, do ſet forth in Writing 


the great Importance of a rational and ſtrict Ob- 


ſervation of Family Duties; pointing out the belt 
Means of effe&ing their dug Obſervance by enact- 
ing Laws for the Promotion and Encouragement of 
Family Unity ; the Chriſtian World would then 
aſſume a quite different Aſpe& to that which 
it hath hitherto preſented to public View. 

That neither public Preaching nor private Teaching 
Hath hitherto had the Talutary Effect of bringing 
Mankind in General to ſuch a right Apprehenſion 
of Christianity, as to influence them freely to prac- 
tile its Injunctions, will appear leſs to be wondered 
at, when we conſider the Circumſtances of paſt 
Times. 

To bring the World to a right Senſe and general 
Practice of Christian Duties, the MAGISTRACY mus 
become the TEACHER, But it is not enough that 
mere Reaſons of State ſhould ſtimulate Government to 
meddle in religious Concerns ; the pure Convictions 
of Truth which operate in the Mind of the Indivi- 
dual, muſt alſo.dire& and influence the Magiſtrate, 
If we recolle& what Means the Providence of God 
made choice of in bringing about the Reformation 
from Popery in our Church, as well as the State of 
Church Affairs among us ever ſince, we can be at 
no Loſs to account for our comparatively mean 
Attainments in Cxristian Virtues, 


But 


religious 


Br 
ſigna 
Gove! 
forth 
World 
ſpeed 
prom 
it wil 
comb 
they d 
of the 
this, t 
to the! 
Justice 
grantii 
and I. 
liberal 

indivic 
to pro 
Manki: 
become 
ceed to 
tive ju 
are, by 
ling anc 
Justice. 
The 
other, |] 
of am 
Scope f 


( 101 J 


But laying to Heart, and rightly confidering the 
ſignally awakening Occurrences of our Time, let the 
Government of this Country be inſtant in ſetting 
forth a bright Example to Christendom and to the 
World, of genuine Liberality of Spirit: let them 


ſpeedily and in good Earneſt, ſeek the Means of 


promoting à General Pacification : to which End, 
it will be Expedient that the confederated Nations 
combine in a ſtill cloſer Union and Compact: that 
they determine to keep the French within the Limits 
of their proper Bounds: that having compaſſed 
this, they leave them, as they ought to be, entirely 
to themſelves. That the confederated Nations do 
Justice to the Cauſe of the injured POLES; by 
granting them Reſtitution of their national Rights 
and Immunities : and having by ſuch a frank and 
liberal Spirit demonſtrated a high Regard for the 
individual Rights of Nations ; and a ſtrong Deſire 
to promote the general Intereſt and Welfare of 
Mankind ; proving themſelves hereby worthy to 
become the Paciſicators of the World ; let them pro- 
ceed to eſtabliſh a General Guarantee of their reſpec- 
tive Juſt Rights: aſcertaining what thoſe Rights 
are, by conſulting the Laws-of Nations; and revi- 
ling and eftablifhing them on the Rule of inmutable 
Juice. 

The General Affairs of Nations reſpecting pick 
other, being thus happily brought into a fair Train 
of amicable Adjuſtment, there will be a free 
Scope for the General Anne of civil and 
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| England, on whom the Eye of Chrisendont is 


fixed; England, I ſay, eſpecially at this Time, 
manifeſting a firm, determined, and withal a truly 
prudent Spirit, may become eminently inſtrumen- 
tal in bringing about this Glorious Change in the 
general Face of Things ; by the judicious Meaſures 
of her internal Arrangements and Regulations. 
Let it be England's early and zealous Care to 
vindicate the Truth of God's Word, by inflituting 


a liberal public Enquiry into the Grounds of 


receiving the Buble as a Divine Revelation, This 
will ſtimulate other Nations to proſecute a like freq 
and rational Enquiry ; and it will be glorious for 
this Country to take the Lead in ſo momentous and 
highly honourable an Undertaking: an Undertaking 
at this Time abſolutely neceſlary : and which 
Nothing leſs than the public Sanction and Autho- 
rization of the Legislature, can render competent 
to its deſirable End. 

How by ſuch a rational Diſquiſition would the 
Mouth of all Iniquity be ſtopped ! How would 
the Glorious Truth of God be made manifeſt | And 
Falsehood hide its deteſtable Head! 

The pure Organization of the Members in the 
Miniſtry of the Christian Church, would follow as 
a Matter of Courſe. | 

Herein likewiſe it eſpecially behoves us, by an 
_exemplary Propriety of Choice, to ſet before the 
Face of Christendom, ſuch a Syſtem of eccleſiaſtical 
Polity, as may challenge Acceptation throughout 
wre Chriſtian World. 
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A Metropolitan or Primate, appointed by the 
Sovereignty of a Country, to preſide over the Affairs 
of the Church; and under him, twelve Biſhops or 
Paſtors, ali of equal Degree in the Church, having 
the Care of a like Number of Dioceſes into which 
the whole Territory cf a State might be divided; 
and as many Prieſts as there are Pariſhes through. 
out the Realm; may be preſumed to be a Const- 
tutzon more warrantable from the Scriptures, and the 
Nature and Spirit of the Christian Religion, than 
any that hath hitherto been eſtabliſhed on the 
Earth; | 

3 Primate or Archbisliop, as the ert Dignitary 

in the Church, and the firſt Officer in the State 
after the Sovereign, ought undoubtedly to have an 
Eſtabliſnment anſwerable to the Eminence of the 
National Church over which he preſides; as. 
well to repreſent the National Dignity and Conse- 
quence, as to have wherewithal to be exemplary in 
Chriſtian Munificence and Hoſpitality. The Bi- 
$hops to have a ſuitable and equal Revenue paid 
them by the State ; and ſo likewiſe the Priests: for 
the Clergy in this advanced Age of the Church, 
cUght ever to look to the State, and not to private 
Individuals, for their neceſſary Maintenance and 
Support. 

The whole Revenue of the Church, being inveſted 
in the Hands of the State, and Parliament having 
apportioned the twelve Dicceſes or Biſhoprics ; the 
new Ordination of Church Officers might, in the 
firſt Inſtance, be determined by Lot: that is to 
lay, the Archbishops of Canterbury and York to draw 

Lots 


— . . 
mg £7 —_— +... - 
„ * 


e SI. 


n 
* 


— — 
— 


4 8. 


© RE I HOLT 


by 2 N 4 tt _ 


— 4 


. 
* — 


ere ERAS 
I's . 


* LD. 


br AKK 


= 
e —— 
* by * * 


Lets who ſhall be Metropolitan or Primate of the 


National Church of England: the Archbishop not 


choſen, to be elected Chief of the twelve Biſhops ; 


the other eleven to be likewiſe choſen by Lot from 
among the preſent Biſhops : the Reſt being ex- 
cluded by Lot, ſtill to retain their preſent Reve- 
nues as Penftons from the State; fo likewiſe the 
Reſt of the Clergy, who being ſupernumerary in 
the new Eftabliſhment, will neceflarily be out 
of Office in the Church. | 

But to fettle the future Mode of electing the 
Ministry of the Church, we muſt deſcend to fur. 
ther Conſiderations. It will be neceſſary exactly 
to ſtate the peculiar Functions of the Metropolitan, 
the Bishops, and the Priests: as likewiſe the Regu- 
lations for public Worſhip, and other Particulars. 
It has been before obſerved, that carnal Ordi- 
nances, that is, ſuch as proceed merely from Man's 
Will, are altogether inadequate to regulate fpiri- 
tual Concerns; and it is nothing to be wondered 
ar, that Diſfentions have heretofore prevailed in the 
public Christian Church, when we conhder that 
© Quot Homines ? Tot Sententic. But if, having 
aſcertained beyond the Power of Contradiction, the 
Divine Authority of the Scripiures, we make them, 
as we ought, our ſole Rule or Directory; and 
ſtudiouſſy avoiding all Manner of religious Con- 
tention. which the Apoſtle calls, vain Janglings 


and Difputations; we annul the exiſting Ordinan- 
ces of the Church, abrogate all public Obfervations 


of Holidays, and totally do away all compulſory 


Als refpeQing Religion which are found to be 
hoſtile 
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boſtile to intellectual Liberty ; we ſhall then be 


enabled to simplify the Mode of public Worslup, fol- 
lowing the Direction and uſing the preciſe Words 
of our Saviour ; and appointing the Lord's Day to 
be the only Day that Christians aſſemble and join 
together in social Norship : and with ReſpeR to private 
or family religious Duties, public Preaching being 
wholly laid aſide, Means be adopted, to eſtabliſh 
fuch a scriptural Ministry of Teaching. as may 
through the Divine Aſſiſtance, be found effectual 
in advancing the Knowledge and Practice of real 
Christianity. 

The Constitution of the Clergy being admitted 
to be ſettled on the Plan propoſed ; and it being 
in Contemplation to go through a thorough Churck 
Reform; the Clergy having freely diveſted them- 
ſelves of all ſecular Power and Authority, confi- 
ning themſelves ſolely to the Diſcharge of their 
miniſterial Function; and the B:shops, as they are 
merely $þ:ritual Counsellors, and ought not to con- 
ſtitute Part of the Legiſlature ; having freely relin- 
quiſhed their parliamentary Attendance; we will 
ſuppoſe them to be no by Parliament convened in 
Convocation. 

Their Buſineſs in. Convocation ought to be, To. 
conſider what Regulations from Time to Time may 
appear to be neceſſary reſpecting religious Matters, 


and to addreſs the Parliament thereupon. The parochial 


Clergy, by Letter, regularly informing their Dio- 
ceñan of the State of their re ſpective Pariſhes ; and 
the Bishop, when Circumſtances ſo require, ſtating 
the Matters which within his particular Diſtrict. 

O appear. 
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appear to be cognizable by the Convocation, Hence 


it may be ſeen, that the Convocation is formed of 


the Metropolitan, as the Head, and the Bishohs, 
excluſive of the Reſt of the Clergy. 

When Matters are opened in Convocation, there 
ſhould be a perfect Unanimity of Sentiment as to 
what Regulations may be deemed neceſſary to be 
propoſed to the Legislature, before the Metropolitan 
be authoriſed to addreſs the Parliament thereon. 

The Clergy being thus reſtored to their proper 
and natural Character, that of the SHiritual Counsel- 
lors of the State; it remains with Parliament freely 
to debate upon whatever Matters may be thus 
brought before them; and to exerciſe their Wil- 
dom either in their Adoption or E e or in 
enacting Laws thereupon. 

Suppoſe the Convocation thus formed, viewing 
the preſent Appearance of the Christian Projigiten 
in the World, imploring the Aidance of Divine 
Grace, and conſulting the Scriptures, do fet about 
with a Chriſtian Zeal to remedy the preſent ſad 
State of Things : the jarring Contentions concern- 
ing the Modes and Forms of public religious 
Ceremonies, and public Adoration, will doubtleſs 
ſtrike their Notice, and awaken their Concern. 

They may be led from hence to recommend to 
Parliament, utterly to aboliſh all public religious 

\ Ceremonies : many of which, though perfectly 
innocent in themſelves, yet have given Occaſion 
to the Craft of the Devil, acting on the weak 
Minds of Chriſtians, to produce the moſt miſchie- 
vous Effects: and to miniſter Food for Cavilings 


and endleſs Diſputations, They 


610% 


They may moreover be led, to recommend, that 
Paris Churches only, be by Law allowed for the 
mixt Body of Chriſtians to aſſemble in for the 


Celebration of public Worſhip; and that the 


Lord's Day be the only Day ſet apart for this great 
Solemnity. That the Meeting of Chriſtians once 
together on this Day, at a convenient Hour to be 
fixed, be ſufficient for the Purpoſe of addreſſing 
Almighty God in united Prayer; and that tha 
Prayer to be thus publicly and unitedly offered up, 
be the LORD's PRAYER ONLY. That all Diſ- 
tinctions of Pews or Seats in Churches do ceaſe, 
That ſeeing Chriſtians when aſſembled for ſocial 
Worſhip, do meet as Fellow-Creatures adoring their 
Common Creator, civil Diſtinctions ought then and 
there to be laid aſide. The Priest alone to be diſ- 
tinguiſhed from the People; and he only, as the 
Speaker in the Name of all. That ſeeing the 
Ad of Adoration demands the deepeſt Reverence of 
Mind, a limited Time, to be determined on, be 
ſet apart after Chriſtians are thus met in the more 
immediate Preſence of their GREAT GOD, during 
which, the moſt profound Silence be obſerved, tor 
the Purpoſe of exerciſing ſuch mental Recollection, as 
ſuits the Occaſion : when this limited Space of 
Time be elapſed, the Priest ſtanding up or kneeling, 
as his Mind will direct him, the People alſo reve- 


rently kneeling or ſtanding, uſing indifferently 


which Poſition ſoever the Individual may judge 
right in his own Mind; the Priest having in ſuch 
like Words as theſe, addreffed the People, Let us 


1 ay to Almighty God in the Name and Words of Jesus 


O 2 | Christ 
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Christ, his Blessed Son our Saviour, with the deepeſt 
Reverence prays to God in the Words of the Lord's 
Prayer, all the People anſwering, Amen: then con- 
cluding with ſuch a ſcriptural Blefling as this, The 
Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the Love of God, 
and the Communion of the Holy Ghiost, be with you all, 
the Congregation reverently depart. 

As to the Celebration of the Sacrament, the Bap- 
tim of Chriſhans, whether Infants, or Adults, &c. 
it will be expedient for Chriſtians privately met 
together; that is to ſay, ſor Friends and Relatives, 
having been duly inſtructed in the Knowledge of 
Chriſtianity, to perform theſe great religious Duties 
at Home, as the Senſe of Duty ſhall prompt them : 
thereby cutting off all Occaſions of Diſſention in 
the Chriſtian World : there being no conſtraining 
Law that may be fuppoſed to force the Conſcien- 
ces of the People. 

But to awaken Mankind to a due Senſe of their 
Duty, it will be neceſſary to eſtabliſh ſuch a Chriſ- 
tian Teaching Miniſtry, as may by the Divine 
Bleſſing, quicken in the Minds of the People, a 
right Apprehenſion of True Religion : and thereby 
diſpelling thoſe diſmal Clouds of Ignorance which 
now overſpread and darken the World; and open- 
ing the bright Manifeſtations and piercing Convic- 
tions of Truth; may ufher in the Glorious Triumpl 
of Christ and his Saints on the Earth. 

Let the Convocation recommend the Eſtabliſhment 
of public Parochial Schools, wherein the Rudiments 
of the Chriſtian Religion may be taught: theſe to 


be initiatory to all other public Seminaries, That 


the 
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the Mode of Teaching, and Matter of Inſtruction, 
in ſuch initiatory Schools be determined on in the 
Convocation, and ſanctioned by Parliament: and 
that no Public Teacher be permitted to teach other- 


wile than in the Manner authoriſed by the State. 
That the Office of a Teacher in theſe Parochial 


Schools be held highly honorable : and that the 


ſupernumerary Clergy be at firſt nominated to ſuch 
Office. That great Diligence be recommended in 
teaching the People the Knowledge of their Chriſ- 
tian Dnty : That the Convocation proceed to lay 
before Parliament ſuch and ſuch Regulations, as 
may appear neceſſary to advance the Work of 
Reformation; particularly to lay down Rules and 
Directions in their future Choice of Chriſtian 
Miniſters, and to point out the peculiar Duties of 
their Charge. | 
The Office of a Chriſtian Teacher in the Public 
Parochial Schools, ought to be conſidered as a very 
honorable Dignity ; yet the Emolumer.t ſhould be 
much inferior to that of a Prieſt. The Prieſt 
ought to have an Income fully adequate to his 
Situation : for as the Clergy are taken entirely from 
the Concerns of ſecular Buſineſs, and called to 
attend wholly to the Work of the Miniſtry ; fo 
ſhould the Proviſion for their Support be ſuch as 
may raiſe them above all ſervile Dependance. 
All public Preaching being diſcontinued, the pe- 

culiar Office of a Prieſt will be, To pray on the 
Lord's Day in Behalf of the People in the Congre- 
cation, and to bleſs the People in the Name of the 
Lord; to overſee the Work of Chriſtian Inſtruc- 
tion 
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tion in the Public Parochial School: to be ready 


to vifit fuch Families as ſhall fo require, for the 
Purpoſe of ſpiritual Advice, baptizing Children, 


= adminiſtering the Sacrament, &c. &c. 


The Convocation conſidering how much the po- 
Etical Welfare of the State depends on the ſtrict 
Attention of the People to their ſocial and family 
Duties; will be very earneſt in promoting the belt 
Means for their greateſt Improvement in theſe 
highly eſſential Points. The Duty of Man to 
his Maker, of Wives to. their Huſbands, of Chil. 
dren to their Parents, Servants to their Maſters, 
and Subjects to the State, ought to be laid down 
in the plaineſt and moſt, inſtructive Point of 


View. 


That the Convocation recommend to Parliament 
to annul the Marriage-Adt. And for the better ſecu- 
ring the Natural Tie of Relationſhip, and the Unity 
and Intereſt of Families, which is an Object of the 
utmoſt, Importance as to the General Welfare of 
the Community, it be en:Cted that Marriage, being 
a private Family Concern, ought to. be folemnized, 
not in the public Church, but privately among the 
Friends of the united Families : and that it be 
at the Option of the Heads of ſuch: united Fami- 
lies, what Religious Rites to make Uſe of, at ſuch 
Solemnization-: and that to give Validity to ſuch 
Marriage, the State ſhould enact, that certain obli- 
gatory Conditions, which ſhould afterwards be held 


legally binding, be ſtipulated by the Heads: of the 


reſpective Families on Behalf of the betrothed Par- 


ties, which ſhould be mutually agreed upon; before 
. the 


( x14 ) 


the Solemnization. That early Marriage be -great- 


ly recommended; and that public Rewards and 
Honors be conferred on Families deſerving the 
general Eſteem of the Community ; for their hono- 
rable Regard to, and excellent Diſcharge of their 
reſpective Chriſtian Duties. | 

Though the Obſervation of the Great Chriſtian 
Feſtivals, and other Solemnities appointed to be 
celebrated in the Church of En/gand, as it is at 
this Day, be, with Reſpect to their further public 
Celebration, recommended to be thus laid afide'; 
yet ſuch Families as chooſe privately to obſerve 
them, ought to uſe the moſt perfect Freedom herein. 


And doubtleſs, when all Apprehenſions of legal 


Reſtraint ſhall be forgotten, Poſterity will do ample 
Juſtice to the ſuperior Excellence of the preſent 
Church of England. by voluntarily retaining moſt 
Parts of her Ritual in the Offices of private Family 
Devotion. 

While Mankind then are thus initiating them- 
ſelves into the Knowledge of Chriſtianity, the 
Public Prieſt will be neceſſarily wanting in private 
Families, to direct the Performance of religious 
Duties: but when Chriſtian Knowledge becomes 
greatly enlarged, the Head of a Family will then 
with Propriety aſſume that Rank which Providence 
deſigns; and become a Teacher and a Prieft to his 
Houſehold. So that the Public Prieſt will then 
have but to inſpett into the religious State of his 
Pariſh, to pray publicly in the Midſt of the Con- 
gregation, and to tranſmit to his Biſhop, from Time 
to Time, the neceſſary Information, 
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The Miniſters of the Church ought to have every 
public Mark of Deference paid to them in Reſpect 
to their ſacred Miniſtry. But it behoves the State 
warily to obſerve them; and to ſee that every Ac 
of their Miniſtry be clearly warranted by the 
Scripture; and that it be ſuch as is evidently con- 
ducive to the ſpiritual Good of the People. 

When a Prieſt dies, the State, if need be, ought 


to ſee that due Proviſion be made for his Family; 


and that due Honor be paid to his Memory. The 
Biſhop of the Dioceſe, on the Demiſe of a Prieſt, 
to viſit the Pariſh, and to ordain the Public Paro- 
chial Teacher to the Prieſthood in the Room of 
the Deceaſed : moreover to appoint a fit Perſon, 
namely, the Head of a Family in the Pariſh, ſuch 
an One as would chooſe to accept the Office, and 
whom the Pariſhioners approve of, as One exem- 
plary in the Chriſtian Diſcipline and Order of his 
Family, to be the Public Parochial Teacher's 
Succeſſor. 8 

The Public Parochial Teacher's Emolument 
being but ſmall, his Office being rather of Honor 
than of Profit, and not being reckoned as one of 
the Clergy, though his Office be preparatory to 
the Miniſterial Function, and though called to the 
Place of a Public Teacher in the Pariſh ; yet he 
may lawfully proſecute his ſecular Buſineſs as 
before: but when ordained to the Prieſthood, he 
then muſt wholly ſeparate from temporal Buſineſs, 
and give himſelf up altogether to the Work of the 


facred Miniſtry, 


When 
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But when a Biſhop dies, the Metropolitan deter- 
mines by Lot among the Prieſts in the Dioceſe of 
the Deceaſed, who {hall be his Saucceffor. The 
Metropolitan ordains him to the Epiſcopal Dignity ; 
and the Prieſthood is to be filled up in the like 
Manner as though the Prieſt had been defundt. 
But the Metropolitan, as being the firſt Officer in 
the State after the Sovereign, ought to be nomina- 
ted by the Sovereign himſelf, and ordained by the 
Biſhops in Convocation, The peculiar Duty of 
the Biſhops, is to viſit the Pariſhes in their reſpec- 
tive Dioceſes at the Deceaſe of a Prieſt: to ordain 
a Succeſſor in his Room; and to appoint a public 
parochial Teacher in the Room of him that is re- 
moved to the Prieſthood : to fit in Convocation : 
to receive from Time to Time, Accounts from the 
Prieſts of the ſeveral Pariſhes in his Dioceſe, the 
State of their reſpective Pariſhes: to lay ſuch Mat- 
ters as may appear to be neceſſary, before the Con- 
vocation, and to debate with his Brethren thereupon. 
The Metropoliten, as before obſerved, preſides in 
the Convocation ; and lays ſuch Matters reſpecting 
Religion before the Parliament, as ſhall be unani- 
mouſly agreed upon in Convocation. 

Thus have I at length, by Divine Affiſtance, 
been enabled to effect the Purpoſe, which 1 
believe God has put into my Mind. May the 
Almighty give a Bleſſing to theſe my Endeavors 
For the Promotion of the Knowledge of His Truth 
among Men ; and may the Hearts of the Diſobe- 
dient be turned to the Wiſdom of the Juſt ; that 

P ali 


i 


al the Ends of the Earth may nn the 
Glory of God. 

Great would be the ſalutary Conſequence which 
would moſt ſurely reſult from the Adoption of 
theſe Plans. Wars would in a little Time ceaſe 
from one End of the World to the other. The Na- 
tions would beat their Swords into Plough-Shares, 
and their Spears into Prum::g-Hooks. Mankind 
would freely cultivate the Arts of Peace. At Home, 
we ſhould be rightly inſtructed in the Art of ſweet- 
ening and embelliſhing our Lives. The Know- 
ledge of ourſelves, and of our Duty, would be 
opened clearly to the Apprehenſion of every One 
of us. We ſhould no longer fay, the One to the 
Other, © Know the Lord, for all would know Him, 
and would adore and reverence Him for His un- 
ſpeaksble Goodneſs and Bleſſings to the Children 
of Men. The whining Cant of Hypocriſy would 
no longer impoſe its baneful Deception. The 
Sheep wal be taught to hear the Voice of the true 
Shepherd, and would abide altogether within his 
Fold. We ſhould no longer fear the Stroke of 
Vengeance: for the Enemy within being van- 
quiſhed, we ſhould be. freed from all Apprehenſion 
of Evil from without. Nay, the Seaſons would 
adminiſter to our Comfort, and we ſhould be 
bleſſed with the kind Influences of the Heavens. 
We ſhould no longer be moleſted with jarring 
Contentions ; but ſhould be capacitated to enjoy 
the delightful Sweets of Peace and Unity. No 
Murmuring in our Cities, no Complaining 1 in our 
Streets ! 


Happy, 


(15) 
Happy, the People in ſuch a Cafe! Yea, 
Blefſed are the People who have the Lord for 
their God! 


Praiſe God, from whom all Bleſſings flow, 
Praiſe Him, all Creatures here below : 

Praiſe Him above, Ye angelic Hoſt ! 

Praiſe Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ! 
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Page 27, laſt Line, for n read in.—Page 45, Line 17, for had the 
Aid, &c, read never had the Aid, &c. 
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